
EDWARD G. ABINGTON 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born in Texas; raised at military posts in US and abroad. 

 University of Florida 

 US Army, Middle East Intelligence 

 Office of Strategic Analysis 

 Marriage 

 Entered the Foreign Service in 1970 

 Hostility towards CORDS program 

 

State Department; Junior Desk Officer for Jordan 1970-1972 

 Multiple plane hijackings by PFLP 

 Black September 

 PLO 

 Middle East turmoil 

 Soviet Union and Egypt relations 

 Pressure on Syria 

 Pakistani air assistance to Syria 

 Dean Brown mission 

 Joe Sisco 

 Soviet involvement in the Middle East 

 Egypt-Israel confrontations 

 Yasser Arafat 

 

Tel Aviv, Israel; Political Officer 1972-1975 

 Munich Olympic massacre 

 Israeli policy of retaliation 

 Israel-Egypt military clashes 

 Israeli views of Arabs 

 Israelis and Gaza 

 US-Israel relations 

 Visits to Gaza 

 PLO 

 Human Rights issue 

 Political Parties 

 Cultural and religious groups 

 Cold War attitudes 

 Israeli Arabs 

 Palestinian terrorism 

 

      Yom Kipper 1973 war 

 Embassy functions during war 



 Israeli overconfidence 

 Ambassador Keating 

 Israeli war losses 

 Environment 

 Battlefield reporting 

 Israelis call for US help 

 Golan Heights 

 Defense attachés 

 Nick Veliotis 

 Kissinger Cease Fire negotiations with Soviets 

 Kilometer 101 Agreement 

 Congressional visits 

 Israeli press criticism 

 Israeli negotiating tactics 

 Israeli distrust of Arabs 

 Anwar Sadat 

 Israel-Jordan dialogue 

 

State Department; Staff Aide to Assistant Secretary, NEA 1975-1977 

 Lebanon hostilities 

 Kissinger operations style 

 Israeli settlements building 

 Israeli-Syrian negotiations 

 Beirut Embassy 

 Ambassador Meloy murder 

 David Mack Beirut mission 

 PLO assistance 

 President Carter takes over 

 

State Department; FSI; Arabic language study 1977-1978 

 

Tunis, Tunisia; FSI; Arabic language study 1978-1979 

 

Damascus, Syria; Political Office 1979-1982 

 President Hafez al-Assad 

 Soviet presence 

 Syrian and the PLO 

 Relations 

 Access to officials 

 Alaoui Baath Party regime 

 Syria-Iraq relations 

 Muslim Brotherhood 

 Damascus bombings 

 Syrian suspicions of US 

 Syria-Jordan relations 

 SCUD missile rumor 



 Terrorism 

 Israel’s invasion of Lebanon 

 Peace for Galilee Campaign 

 


