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Mrs. Anderson describes her experience as the wife of a Foreign Service Officer 

 

Background 

 Born in Canada, raised in Canada and France 

 Advent of World War II 

 Evacuation to US by ship convoy 

 Marriage to US Foreign Service Officer 

 Pine Manor, Dana Hall, Katharine Gibbs and Wellesley College 

 

Washington, DC 1940 

 

Toronto, Canada 1941 

 Lesson in protocol 

 

Washington, DC 1941 

 Awaiting husband’s assignment 

 

Montevideo, Uruguay 1942-1947 

 Wartime travel en route  

 Ship carrying household effects sunk 

 Housing 

 Environment 

 USO 

 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 1947-1950 

 Living conditions 

 Environment 

 

Bogotá, Colombia 1950-1953 

 Foreign Ministers Conference 

 Emerald mining 

 Geography 

 German orphans 

 Fruit, vegetables and fish 

 Environment 

 Panama Canal history 

 

Institute of International Education (IIE), Denver, Colorado 1953 

 Foreign grantees 

 Purpose of organization 

 Operations 



 

Manila, Philippines 1953-1956 

 Housing 

 President Magsaysay’s death 

 Environment 

 Schooling 

 Caviti Naval Base 

 Poverty 

 Treasurer, Boys Town 

 Bamboo organ 

 Philippine embroidery 

 Clark Field 

 Huk Balahops 

 Colonel Lansdale 

 Mrs. Imelda Marcos 

 Subic Bay 

 Typhoid fever 

 

Washington, DC 1956-1961 

 Family 

 Meridian House teenage party 

 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 1961-1964 

 Jim Jones saga 

 American school 

 Treasurer, American Women’s Club 

 Douglas Frisch exploits  

 Local social customs 

 Booker T. Pitman 

 The “ugly American” 

 Russian exhibition 

 Russian funeral 

 Explaining US political system 

 

Some recollections of life in the Foreign Service 

 Possessions lost on torpedoed ship 

 Evening purse 

 Colombian emerald mining 

 Brazil gold mines 

 Colombia gold museum 

 Gold fish hook 

 Dinner for Monsignor McClaferty (Colombia) 

 Chairs from German spies 

 Bowties 

 Cooking ducks 

 



New York City: Wife of Special Assistant to Governor Rockefeller 

 Waldorf Astoria dinner for Liberian president and wife 

 Rockefeller’s charisma 

 President Magsaysay’s charisma 

 Pocantico Hills estate 

 Duties 

 Professional demonstrators 

 Prince Philip visit 

 Belgian Queen Fabiola visit 

 


