GEORGE BALL

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Early Contact with Lyndon Johnson

Under Secretary of State - Kennedy years 1961-1963
With Johnson as Under Secretary of State
Difficult to work with
Little involvement in Vietnam issue
Diem ousted
President Kennedy involvement
Roger Hilsman fired

Under Secretary of State - Johnson years 1963-1966
President Kennedy assassinated
Johnson becomes President
Preparing for Kennedy funeral
President Johnson’s attitude toward Kennedy team
Johnson-Congress relations
Vietnam preoccupation
Ball memo re Vietnam “unwinnable”
Joe Alsop leak
President Johnson’s reaction to memo
McNamara-Ball differences on ending war
Gulf of Tonkin resolution
Mac Bundy
Fulbright-Tonkin Resolution
Ten-Eleven Committee
34-A Operation
Pentagon Papers
McNamara’s responsibilities
Bombing escalation program (Vietnam)
“White Paper”
Rusk’s views on Vietnam
French Vietnam experience
Honolulu Conference - 1966
John McNaughton a “dove”
Gullion episode - 1965
Vietnam negotiation possibilities
Stevenson-U Thant alleged initiative - 1964
James Radvani
Russian role
Sturm initiative




“Pause” in Vietnam
Self-appointed peace makers
Peace initiatives

Under Secretary of State 1964-1966
Vietnam escalation proposal
Ball urges settlement move
“Acheson” plan for political resolution of South Vietnam
Resumption of bombing debate
The “Wise Men” - SIG (Hard-liners)
Clark Clifford urges ending war
Misconceptions of Clifford’s views
High-level OpCenter briefing (1968) on Vietnam
“Dove” views shake President Johnson
Johnson changes his views
Debate over Paris is talk site
US presses allies
Johnson and de Gaulle
Adenauer’s position
MLF issue - 1965
De Gaulle’s politics and motives
De Gaulle as peace-maker
De Gaulle and NATO
Johnson on NATO and Europe
East-West trade
Germany reunification
Disarmament-Johnson interest in
Balance of payments issue
Cyprus issue
Ball negotiations in Turkey, Greece & Cyprus
British and Europe
Dominican Republic intervention -1965
President Johnson “takes over” on intervention
Abe Fortas negotiations
Bundy-Vance mission
Wm. Fulbright and Johnson
Vietnam fatigue
“Hands-on” President Johnson

Post-State Department - Involvement 1966-1968
Six-Day War - Pueblo incident
Hubert Humphrey campaign
Johnson’s support for Humphrey



