
AMBASSADOR ROBERT E. BARBOUR 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in Lakewood, Ohio; raised in Memphis, Tennessee 

 University of Tennessee 

 George Washington University 

 Clerk in U.S. Passport Division 

 

Basra, Iraq - Clerk 1949-1950 

 

State Department - Staff assistant - Far East Affairs 1950-1952 

 Assistant Secretary Dean Rusk 

 Dismissal of General MacArthur 

 Livingston Merchant 

 Korean War 

 Japan Peace Treaty 

 John Foster Dulles 

 

Tokyo, Japan - Protocol officer 1952-1954 

 Ambassador Robert Murphy 

 Military-Embassy relations 

 General Mark Clark 

 Relations with Japanese 

 Ambassador John Allison 

 

State Department - Vietnamese language training 1954-1955 

 

Saigon, Vietnam - Vietnamese language training 1955-1956 

 Ambassador Frederick Reinhardt 

 

Saigon, Vietnam - Political officer 1956-1957 

 General Lansdale's operation 

 Political situation 

 President Diem and family 

 North Vietnam 

 

Hue, Vietnam - Principal officer 1957-1958 

 Environment 

 Montagnards 

 Duties 

 

Paris, France - Political officer 1958-1961 

 Duties 



 De Gaulle 

 French foreign interests 

 Laos 

 President Kennedy visit to Paris 

 

Saigon, Vietnam - Political officer 1961-1963 

 Divided Embassy views on situation 

 Political environment 

 CIA 

 State-Embassy relations 

 Averill Harriman 

 U.S. military 

 U.S. interests in Vietnam 

 Vietnamese military 

 

State Department - Portuguese Desk officer 1963-1964 

 Arms issue 

 Ambassador (Admiral) George Anderson 

 Portuguese African colonies (rebellions) 

 Salazar 

 Internal State controversy 

 

State Department - French Desk 1964-1967 

 U.S.-French relations 

 De Gaulle pulls France out of NATO 

 France's "force de frappe" 

 "Nuclear pictures" controversy 

 France as a U.S. ally 

 

Emerging Special Session of UN General Assembly 1967 

 Six Day War issues 

 

State Department - FSI - Italian language training 1967 

 

Rome, Italy - Political officer 1967-1972 

 Ambassador Fred Reinhardt 

 Italy's foreign interests 

 Reporting 

 Communist party 

 Red Brigade 

 Universities 

 King Constantine of Greece 

 President Johnson's visit 

 Ambassador Graham Martin 

 Giorgio Almirante and MSI 

 Christian Democratic Party 



 Frank Meloy 

 Martin's relations with Secretary of State Rogers 

 

London - Royal Defense College 1972-1973 

 Course structure 

 Alastair Buchan 

 British class society structure 

 

State Department - Assistant to Under Secretary for Political 

   Affairs 1973-1974 

 William Porter 

 Secretary of State Rogers and Henry Kissinger relations 

 Assistant Secretary Joe Sisco 

 Shah of Iran's arms requests 

 Canada and Vietnam 

 

State Department - Director of Performance Evaluation 1974-1975 

 Performance evaluation process 

 

State Department - Director of Western Europe Affairs 1975-1978 

 Italy - Christian Democrat party corruption 

 Benelux problems 

 French relations 

 Spain and Portugal problems 

 Ambassador Frank Carlucci 

 Azores base issue 

 Portugal's counter-revolution 

 Relations with Franco's Spain 

 King Juan Carlos 

 Post-Franco Spain 

 Neutron bomb issue (NATO) 

 Bureau of Human Rights established 

 Turkey invades Cyprus 

 U.S. and Cyprus issue 

 Clark Clifford and Cyprus 

 Malta relations 

 Italy and communists 

 

Madrid, Spain - DCM 1978-1984 

 Ambassador Terry Todman 

 Political environment 

 Spain's democracy 

 NATO membership issue 

 Catholic Church 

 Adolfo Suarez 

 Lieutenant Colonel Tejero's abortive revolution 



 "King" Juan Carlos 

 Political changes in Spain 

 U.S. military base agreements 

 U.S. consulates in Spain 

 

Paramaribo, Surinam - Ambassador 1984-1987 

 Independence (reluctant) from Dutch 

 Junta takes over 

 U.S. interests 

 Relations with officials 

 Human rights issues 

 Relations with Libya 

 Foreign embassies 

 U.S. missionaries 

 U.S. programs 

 Dutch influence 

 

Marshall University, Huntington, West Virginia 1987-1988 

 Diplomat in Residence 

 Duties and environment 

 

State Department - Foreign Service Inspector 1988-present 

 Philosophy and duties 

 Observations on inspection process 

 Political chiefs versus professional chiefs 

 


