
AMBASSADOR SHIRLEY ELIZABETH BARNES 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born in Florida, raised in Florida and New York City 

 Life in Sugar Hill 

 Excellence of school system 

 Anita Frazier 

 High Schools 

 Racial issues 

 City College of New York (CCNY); Columbia U.; Boston U. 

 Black Sororities 

 Churches 

 

Washington, D.C.: Delta Sorority; Member and Staff 

 President, Dorothy Height 

 Membership 

 Black Fraternities 

 

Crossroads Africa 1958-1960 

 Africa visit 

 

Congo; Ford Foundation; Administrative Assistant 1961-1965 

 Building schools 

 Environment 

 Reverend Dr. Robinson 

 Hotel Royale 

 Theodore and Anne Harris 

 Operations 

 Role of women 

 Prime Minister Tshombe 

 Security 

 Civil unrest 

 Contacts with US Embassy 

 

African American Institute: Women’s African Program 1965-1967 

 Women’s Leadership Project   

 Connecticut College 

 Marriage 

 

Columbia University, MBA in Business Administration 1969-1970 

 

New York, N.Y.: Private Advertising Business 1971-1983 

 



Entered the Foreign Service 1983 

 

State Department; FSI; Training 1983-1984 

 

Cairo, Egypt: General Services Officer (GSO) 1984-1986 

 Operations 

 Duty-free auto importation 

 Office environment 

 Embassy personnel 

 Local staff 

 

Dakar, Senegal: Supervisory General Services Officer 1986-1988 

 Environment 

 Political environment 

 Government 

 

State Department; Office of Management (MMP) 1988 

 

National War College 1989-1990 

 Comments on students and course of study 

 

Strasbourg, France: Consul General 1992-1995 

 Council of Europe 

 Environment 

 US relations with Council 

 Ambassador Pamela Harriman 

 European Court of Human Rights 

 Yugoslavia breakup 

 50
th
 Anniversary of end of WWII 

 Northeast France conservatism 

 Immigrant workers 

 Local economy 

 Relations with Embassy 

 Farmers march on Strasbourg 

 

East Berlin, Germany: Counselor for Administration 1990-1992 

 Environment 

 Fall of Berlin Wall 

 Closing of East Berlin office 

 Pains of “downsizing” 

 

Senior Seminar 1995-1996 

 Comments on course Content 

 

State Department; Director, Office of Western European Affairs 1996-1998 

 Countries covered 



 Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 

 Focus on France 

 Comments on Albright’s staff 

  Ambassador Pamela Harriman 

 Relations with National Security Council 

 Jon Kornblum 

 Canada 

 Relations with the French Embassy 

 Foreign Embassy official entertainment 

 United Kingdom 

 Bureau of International Organizations (IO) 

 Relations with Congress 

 Traffic of African women 

 

Ambassador to Madagascar 1998-2001 

 Africa-American Institute (AAI) 

 John Waller, former Consul General 

 President Ratsiraka 

 Voting in UN 

 Political environment 

 Ethnic groups 

 Presidential elections 

 Economy 

 Environment 

 African Growth and Opportunity Act 

 Women’s issues 

 French presence 

 

Retirement 2001 

 


