
AMBASSADOR J.D. BINDENAGEL 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in South Dakota 

 University of South Dakota; University of Illinois 

 ROTC, U.S. Army, Germany 

 Entered Foreign Service - 1975 

 

Seoul, Korea - Economic Officer 1975-1977 

 “Tree Trimming” crisis 

 Commerce 

 Chaebol (conglomerates) 

 Politics 

 Environment 

 

Bremen, Germany - Economic Officer 1977-1979 

 Commodities 

 Society 

 U.S.-German relations 

 Rockets 

 Greens 

 Netherlands relations 

 

State Department - Germany Desk Officer 1980-1983 

 Politics 

 Economics 

 Missiles 

 Soviets 

 East Germany 

 German chancellors 

 

Bonn, Germany - Political Officer 1983-1986 

 Greens 

 Missiles 

 French 

 German reunification 

 Political parties 

 Guestworkers 

 Economy 

 Bitburg 

 Reagan visit 

 East Germany 

 



State Department - Operations Center 1986-1987 

 Issues 

 

Congressional Fellow (American Political Science Association) 1987-1988 

 Representative Lee Hamilton 

 Duties 

 

State Department - European Bureau - Canada Desk Officer 1988-1989 

 Armed forces coordination 

 Joint problems 

 Quebec 

 

East Berlin, Germany - DCM 1989-1990 

 Religion 

 Environment 

 Operations 

 Elections 

 Leadership 

 Revolutionists 

 Soviets 

 Refugees 

 Demonstrations 

 Honecker 

 Fall of Berlin Wall 

 Insert: November 9, 1989 Speech “Fall of the Berlin Wall” 

 After the fall 

 Secretary of State Baker visit 

 Unification issues 

 European Union 

 Elections 

 NATO 

 East Germans 

 Economic monetary union 

 Terrorists 

 New consulates 

 

Congressional visits 

 

State Department - European Bureau - Trade with Developing  

   Countries - Director 1990-1991 

 

TDY - Rockwell International 1991-1992 

 Soviet Union microfilming 

 

State Department - Central Europe - Office Director 1992-1994 

 Nazi records microfilming 



 U.S. Holocaust Museum 

 NATO enlargement 

 President Clinton’s Berlin visit 

 Bosnia 

 Secretary of State Warren Christopher 

 AWACS 

 “Partnership for Peace” 

 UN Force 

 Balkan war(s) 

 French 

 Germany’s world role 

 

Bonn, Germany - DCM 1994-1997 

 U.S. investments 

 Dresden 

 Neo-Nazis 

 Congressional visits 

 NATO enlargement 

 

State Department - Economic and Business 1997-1998 

 Nazi gold issue 

 Stolen art 

 Holocaust assets 

 Swiss banks 

 German foundations 

 Vichy regime acts 

 “Conflict diamonds” 

 

Retirement 1998 

 Asia Foundation speech 

 Appointed U.S. Ambassador, Special Envoy, for Holocaust Issues - 1999 

 Vice President for Program, Chicago Council on Foreign Affairs 

 

Attachments: 

 “The Night the Berlin Wall Fell, November 9, 1989" 

 “Justice, Apology, and Reconciliation and the German Foundation.  Remembrance,  

    Responsibility, and the Future” 

 “Prologue To Diplomacy: The Bindenagel Family in America - an essay” 


