
ROBERT L. CHATTEN 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Bio-Sketch 

 Lure of the Foreign Service 

 JOT Process 

 

Manila – First Post 

 Great Training Environment – Huks 

 Many Ethnic Groups 

 Colonial Mentality 

 Policy Issues 

 Eisenhower Visit 

 Large Country and Regional Operation 

 Media Guarantee Program and Assessment 

 CIA Using USIS Cover 

 Importance of Credibility 

 Where USIA Fits in 

 

Off to Japan – Assistant Press and Publications officer 

 George Hellyer – Thinkers and Doers 

 Language Training – Alan Carter Never Spoke a Foreign Language 

 Policies, MacArthur and Reischauer 

 Program Highlights 

 Berlin Wall Pamphlet 

 Reliable Ally? 

 Next – Latin America? 

 Comfortable with USIA 

 

On to Lima – Student Affairs Officer 

 Books – the Entry 

 Seminars – Alliance for progress 

 Dangerous Situations 

 Academic Changes – Credit Hours 

 

Bolivia – Information Office at Large Post 

 Drugs not a Major Factor 

 Radio – Media Seminars 

 Che Guevara – the Search 

 Miners – Two USIS Officers 

 Crash of U-2 

 

Washington, DC, Voice of America and Chief, Field Services Branch, Latin America 

 UCLA – New Impressions 



 

Ecuador – PAO 

 Oil and Tuna 

 Bi-national Centers 

 

Surprise Assignments to Colombia 

 Early Drug Programming 

 Lesser Support to Bi-national Centers 

 Media Seminars 

 Area Director 

 John Reinhardt and Charlie Bray Off Course 

 Cataclysmic PAO Conference 

 CU Merges with USIA 

 Refugees, Drugs, and Downstream Vietnam 

 Cutting Resources 

 Chief of Foreign Service Personnel 

 

Aiming for Mexico – Senior Seminar 

 

PAO Mexico 

 Ambassador Jack Gavin – Good and Bad Marks 

 US-Mexican Trade 

 Suspicions of US Motives 

 Poor Health Conditions 

 

Again to VOA – Deputy Director 

 External and In-house Political Intrigues 

 Conclusions about USIA, Public Diplomacy, Service 

 

Most Important Support – Family 

 


