
AMBASSADOR PETER D. CONSTABLE 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Georgetown University 

 SAIS 

 Senatorial staff 

 

Entry into Foreign Service 1957 

 Basic officers’ course 

 

Vigo, Spain 1959-1961 

 Two man post 

 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras 1961-1964 

 Political officer 

 Alliance for progress 

 Coup and embassy reaction 

 

NEA  1965-1967 

 Staff assistant 

 Raymond Hare 

 Israeli lobby 

 Arabists 

 1965 Indo-Pakistan war 

 Krishna Menon 

 

Lahore, Pakistan 1968-1971 

 Situation in Pakistan 

 Ayub Khan Bhutto 

 Ambassador Oehlert 

 Pakistani elections of 1970 

 Reporting from Pakistan 

 Friction between embassy and consulate general in Dacca 

 Importance of Pakistan to Kissinger 

 Policy tilt towards Pakistan 

 

NEA  1971-1972 

 Desk officer for Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh 

 Soviet threat 

 Rogers and Kissinger clash 

 Kissinger trip to China, 1971 

 

War College 1972-1973 



 Vietnam 

 US military and Foreign Service 

 

NEA  1973-1976 

 Office director, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh 

 Kissinger and Pakistan 

 Pakistan and Moslem world 

 Relations with India Bangladesh and assistance 

 Ambassador Byroade and Hummer 

 Bhutto 

 

DCM, Pakistan 1976-1979 

 Bhutto’s politics 

 January 1977 election 

 Contacts with opposition 

 Bhutto’s anti-Americanism 

 Embassy responses 

 CIA 

 America as scapegoat 

 Pakistani and American English 

 Overthrow of Bhutto 

 Embassy reaction to coup 

 Carter administration and Pakistan 

 Communist coup in Afghanistan 1978 

 Execution of Bhutto 

 

Deputy Assistant Secretary, NEA 1979-1982 

 Tehran embassy takeover 

 Embassy contacts 

 Problems with Iranians in US 

 Negotiating with Iran 

 Iran-Iraq War 

 Soviets and Afghanistan 

 Soviets and Pakistan 

 Arrival of Reagan administration 

 Alexander Haig 

 Israel 

 

Ambassador, Zaire 1982-1984 

 Appointment 

 Mobutu 

 Economic situation 

 IMF program 

 Vice President Bush’s visit 

 Assistant Secretary Crocker 

 African Bureau and Frank Wisner 



 

Director General, Multi National Force Observers 1984-1988 

 Sinai Field Force 

 Israeli and Egyptian military 

 Cost of multi-national force 

 US Army battalion 

 

Retrospect 

 Foreign Service as a career 

 


