
ROBERT B. DUNCAN 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in New Jersey 

 Princeton University 

 U.S. Army 

 Private business 

 Entered Foreign Service - 1960 

 

State Department - Intelligence and Research Bureau - Africa 1960-1962 

 Bob Baum in Nouakchott, Mauritania 

 Sudan 

 

Tangier, Morocco - Arabic language training 1962-1964 

 Instruction program 

 “Maghrebi” Arabic 

 Environment 

 

Rabat, Morocco - Economic/Financial Officer 1964-1965 

 U.S. military interests 

 King Hassan 

 Ambassador John H. Ferguson 

 “Recuperation” and Hickenlooper amendment 

 Ambassador Henry Tasca 

 

Algiers, Algeria - Economic/Commercial Officer 1965-1967 

 Algeria-Morocco relations 

 Political relations 

 U.S. interests 

 Patent and trademark problems 

 Trade relations 

 French influence 

 Local culture 

 Arab-Israeli War - 1967 

 Soviet influence 

 Security 

 Ambassador Jurgen 

 Evacuation 

 Fundamentalism 

 

State Department - Foreign Service Institute - Economic Studies 1967 

 “Reinstein University” 

 Course instruction 



 Ex-Im Bank 

 Warbasa Dam (Mozambique) 

 

State Department - International Finance and Economic Officer 1967-1971 

 Ex-Im Bank 

 Warbasa Dam (Mozambique) 

 Development Loan Committee 

 Treasury-State relations 

 

Harvard University - Economic Studies 1971-1972 

 Affirmative action program 

 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - Economic Counselor 1972-1974 

 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

 Ambassador E. Ross Adair 

 Poverty 

 Emperor Haile Selassie 

 Geography 

 AID program 

 Revolution 

 Ethnic groups 

 U.S. relations 

 

State Department - Africa Bureau - Director, Economic 1974-1977 

   Policy Staff 

 Bill Schaufele 

 PL-480 operations 

 Congressional relations 

 Sahelian drought 

 Zaire 

 Belgian presence in Zaire 

 Portuguese ex-colonies 

 

National War College 1977-1978 

 Discussion issues 

 

Paris, France - Economic Counselor 1978-1982 

 Ambassador Arthur Hartman 

 Ambassador John Kenneth Galbraith 

 Algeria 

 French interests 

 French “thinking” 

 French pragmatism 

 European Community 

 Security 

 Attacks against embassy and personnel 



  

State Department - Personnel Counseling 1982-1985 

 Counseling economic officers 

 Assigning economic officers 

 Management problem solving 

 “Conal” recruitment 

 Excess of political officers 

 Equalizing “cones” 

 Recruitment of women in Foreign Service 

 Tandem assignments 

 

State Department - East Asia Bureau - Economic Policy 1985-1987 

 Booming economic growth 

 Secretary of State Shultz 

 ASEAN economies 

 Philippines 

 Taiwan 

 China problems 

 

Bangkok, Thailand - Economic Counselor 1987-1990 

 Political situation 

 Military role 

 U.S. interests 

 Economy 

 Cigarettes issue 

 Intellectual property protection 

 Pharmaceutical manufacturing 

 Thai officials 

 AT&T production 

 Thai currency 

 Corruption 

 Royal family 

 Rice 

 

U.S. Representative on United Nations Economic Mission for 1990 

   East Asia 

 Relations with Chinese 

 Lithuania 

 

State Department - B/EX - Recruitment 1990-1991 

 Affirmative action program 

 Examination process 

 Female recruitment 

 Adjustments to exams 

 

State Department - DINR - Director, Office of Economic Analysis 1991-1993 



 Duties 

 Soviet Union problems 


