
DOROTHY M. EMMERSON 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Three important elements of Foreign Service life from wife's viewpoint: 

 protocol (training at Tokyo embassy) 

 esprit de corps 

 common sense 

 

Early pre-Foreign Service years 

 

Japanese language training 

 

Difficulties of life in Moscow  circa 1950 

 Ernmerson children's schooling and experience in Moscow 

 Work at Moscow embassy 

 Sense of isolation 

 Importance of friends in the Foreign Service 

 Morale at hardship posts 

 Relationship to ambassadors' wives with whom served 

 Cost of representation 

 Servants, advantages and disadvantages 

 

Acquisition of property m Nikko, Japan, and California 

 

John and Dorothy Emmerson's interests while in Foreign Service 

 Official travel 

 Holiday celebrations overseas 

 Feeding refugees in Karachi early 1950s 

 Having a baby in Japan 

 Protocol of gift-giving in Japan 

 Non-embassy representation (business) 

 VIP visits, Tokyo 

 Description of visit of Mrs. Alice Roosevelt Longworth to Tokyo, 1965 

 

In his book, The Japanese Thread, John K. Emmerson wrote 

 

"By the summer of 1949 our two years in Moscow were up.  The tight, closed society in which 

we were forced to live made us eager for our transfers when they came.  Dorothy, especially, 

suffered in Moscow.  Depressed by the atmosphere of fear and suspicion around us, she was yet 

responsible for maintaining a tumble down house, caring for two active, developing children, 

dealing with indifferent and untrustworthy servants, meeting the obligations of a frantic, social 

diplomatic life, and at the same time carrying on her job at the embassy commissary.  The 

requirements, it could be said with understatement, went beyond the call of official duty." 


