JOHN J. EWING

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Part I — The Mexican Cit BNC

Introduction — Origins and Development of the Bi-National Centers Program

The Genesis of the Bi-National Center Program Mexico City, June 1946 to May 1950
English Language Teaching becomes a Central BNC Program

Ewing Becomes Grant Employee of Mexico City BNC

Demand for English Instruction Overwhelms Mexican Center

Mexico City BNC Further Expands in Both Size and Program Scope

USIA becomes Center Sponsor — Conducts Its Cultural Programming Through Center
Center Membership Becomes a Status Symbol among Mexicans

Success of BNC Programming Demonstrate That Cultural Activities Are an Integral and
Vital Part of US “Propaganda” Overseas

BNCs are Largely Self Sustaining

Part II — Establishing the Brazil BNC Network

The Brazilian Bi-National Center Program, September 1950 to December 1952 and
September 1955 to May 1960

Beginning of Porto Alegre’s Bi-National Center Rise to High Success
State Department Grant Assists Necessary Move to Larger Quarters

BNC Becomes Popular as Source Learning About USA-Reverses Anti-American
Feelings

Interludes in Guatemala and Dominican Republic

1955: Back to Brazil as Country Director of BNCs



President Kubitschek’s Building of New Brazilian Capital (Braxilia) Spurs Rapid BNC
Expansion

Organization of a Country-wide BNC Network Enabled BNCs to Penetrate Schools,
Universities, Media and Cultural Establishments and Gain Brazilian Government Support

1957: Public Law 480 Funds Authorized for Building Improvement Grants to BNCs



