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Mrs. Fenzi accompanied her Foreign Service Officer husband, Guido Cammillo Fenzi, on his 

assignments in Washington, D.C. and abroad 

 

 

Background 

 Born in Iowa 

 Raised partially in Hawaii 

 Universities of California (Berkeley), Arizona and Hawaii 

 Married Guido Cammillo Fenzi in 1950 

 Advertising Agency in San Francisco 

 Husband’s early career 

 Student life at Berkeley 

 Husband joins Foreign Service in 1956 

 Children’s schooling 

 

1972 Directive  

 Contents of directive 

 Effect on old “support system” 

 Practical applications 

 Changes in wives’ responsibilities 

 Freedom for working wives 

 Loss of recognition as part of Embassy 

 Family Liaison Office 

 Spouse employment at post 

 Foreign Service Association proposal 

 Mexico City Conferences 

 Training for Community Liaison Officers 

 Proposals for spouse compensation 

 

Spouse Oral History Project 

 Impetus for project 

 Origins 

 Early interviewees 

 Early interviewers 

 Oral History of Mid-Atlantic Region, Conference at Woodbridge 

 Association for Diplomatic Studies (ADS) 

 Financial support 

 Marpat Grant (Mrs. Marvin Patterson) 

 Organization process 

 Honorary board members 

 Lauinger Library (Georgetown U.) 

 Expanding interviews 



 1985 Report on the Role of the Spouse 

 Association of American Foreign Service Women (AAFSW) 

 Costing of interviews 

 Process 

 Suggests for State re employment and compensation 

 Benefits of life as a Foreign Service spouse 

 

Washington, DC 1956-1958 

 

Rotterdam, Netherlands 1958-1960 

 Environment 

 President, American Netherlands (Women’s) Club of Rotterdam 

 American International School of Rotterdam 

 Dutch government’s help in establishing school 

 Female “dress code” 

 Recreation 

 Daily life 

 European travel 

 Publications 

 

Washington, DC 1960-1962 

 

Freetown, Sierra Leone 1962-1965 

 Entertaining 

 Lebanese 

 Servants 

 Children’s schooling 

 British schooling 

 Trip to Timbuktu 

 

Rabat, Morocco 1965-1969 

 Favorite post 

 American School in Tangier 

 Living environment 

 Medical problem 

 Embassy personnel 

  

Curacao, Netherlands Antilles 1969-1973 

 Servants 

 Living accommodations 

 Children’s schooling 

 Advertising agency work 

 Wives’ responsibilities 

 Reactions to 1972 Directive (re spouses) 

 

Washington, DC 1976-1979 



 

Recife, Brazil 1979-1982 

 Consulate staff 

 Entertaining 

 Environment 

 Servants 

 Voodoo priestesses 

 Accidents 

 Cookbooks 

 Portuguese language study 

 Social kissing 

 Buying pots 

 Authoring booklets 

 

Washington, DC 1983 

 

Port of Spain, Trinidad 1983-1985 

 Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 

 Cost of living 

 Food shipments 

 Environment 

 Recreation 

 Carnival 

 Liaison with schools 

 Post domestic problems 

 Developing CLO handbook 

 

Washington, DC 1985 

 Community service 

 


