
AMBASSADOR ROGER G. HARRISON 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in California 

 San Jose State; Freie University in Berlin; Claremont College 

 Oxford University 

 Entered the Foreign Service in 1967 

 Marriage 

 

Manila, Philippines; Consular Officer 1967-1969 

 Environment 

 US Ambassadors 

 Philippine ruling class 

 The Marcos 

 Naval visits 

 Visa fraud 

 

State Department; FSI; Polish language training 1969-1970 

 

Warsaw, Poland; Consular Officer 1970-1973 

 Relations 

 Gomulka 

 Environment 

 Economy 

 Gdansk riots aftermath 

 Currency 

 Visas 

 Cultural life 

 Politics 

 Communism 

 Jews 

 Polish-American community 

  

Oxford University; Student 1973-1974 

 

State Department; Staff Assistant, Political/Military Affairs 1974-1976 

 Personnel issues 

 Duties 

 Operations 

 

The White House; National Security Council 1976-1977 

 Brent Scowcroft 

 Middle East arms sales 



 Egypt- Soviet relations 

 Kissinger 

 C130 sales to Egypt 

 Duties 

 Defense Department 

 Agency reports 

 Jack Anderson source 

 Intensifying cold war 

 Changes of Administration problems 

 Arms to South Africa 

 Perks 

 Personnel 

 

Air Force Academy; State Department Faculty Member 1977-1979 

 Curriculum and assessment 

 Student body composition 

  

State Department; Political/Military Affairs; European Bureau 1979-1981 

 NATO Military Affairs 

 Helsinki Accords 

 Madrid Conference 

 Soviets 

 Afghanistan 

 Administration change 

 French relationship 

 Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 

 Reagan’s “Evil Empire” speech 

 French 

 Confidence Building Measures (CBM’s) 

 Non-Government Organizations (NGO’s) 

  

London, England; Pol-Mil Officer/Deputy Political Counselor  1981-1985 

 Committee on Nuclear Disarmament (CND) 

 Soviet SS-20’s 

 British Anti-nuclear Campaign 

 Defense and arms control policy 

 Reagan’s Star Wars speech 

 Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) 

 MIRV’s 

 MX missile funding 

 Nuclear War 

 European thinking on defense expenditure 

 Nuclear deterrent issue 

 Margaret Thatcher 

 Duties 

 NATO’s Article 5 



 Labour Party 

 US Ambassadors 

 Committee on Missile Deployment 

 British defense spending 

 Germany 

 Reagan-Thatcher relationship 

 British Political Parties 

 British Foreign Office 

 British personalities 

 Conservative Party 

 British and nuclear weapons 

 Reagan visit 

 Grenada invasion 

 Lebanon 

 Qadhafi 

  

Tel Aviv, Israel; Political Counselor 1985-1987 

 Intifada 

 West Bank and Gaza economy 

 Expelling Arabs from Israel 

 Sharon 

 Israeli politics 

 Ambassador Pickering 

 Rabin 

 Peres 

 Jonathon Pollard case 

 Israeli government 

 Embassy operations 

 Israeli economy 

 Lebanon 

 Syrians 

 PLO 

 Soviet Jews 

 Jewish lobby 

 Settlement policy 

 Shamir 

  

State Department; Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of 1987-1989 

        Political – Military Affairs 

 Formulation of policy 

 US/Soviet Agreements 

 Star Wars 

 ACDA 

 State/Defense relations 

 Geneva Conference on Chemical Weapons 

  



Diplomat in Residence, Colorado College 1989-1990 

 

United States Ambassador to Jordan 1990-1993 

 Jordan – Saddam Hussein – and the US 

 Iraq invasion of Kuwait 

 King Hussein’s assurances 

 Prince Hassan 

 Iraq’s debt to Kuwait 

 King Hussein’s US visit 

 Jordan – Kuwait relations 

 Kuwaiti reputation in Arab world 

 Jordanians population support of Saddam 

 Royal family position 

 Refugees from Gulf issue 

 US Naval blockade off Aqaba 

 Friction with NEA Bureau 

 Embassy evacuation 

 VIP wartime visitors 

 King Hussein 

 Hussein/Israel relationship 

 US Jordan relations 

 Queen Noor (Lisa Halaby) 

 King Hussein’s proposed solution to Kuwait crisis 

 Saudi-Jordan relations 

 US Government views of King Hussein 

 Secretary of State Baker 

 King’s anger with US government 

 Strained US/Jordan relations 

 Crown Prince Hassan 

 Relations with Crown Prince 

 Hussein/Hassan relations 

 US attack on Iraq 

 Demarche to King Hussein 

 Jordanian fear of Israeli reaction 

 Contacts with PLO 

 Arafat 

 King Hussein rehabilitated 

 Personal post-war relations with Royal Family 

 Security 

 Local environment 

 Views on Madrid Conference 

 Injury in motor accident 

  

Retirement 1993 

  

Post Retirement 1993- 



 Professor of Strategic Studies, US Air Force Academy 

 

 


