DENNIS G. HARTER

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Background
Born and raised in New Jersey
Georgetown, Seton Hall and American Universities
Entered the Foreign Service in 1966
A-100 Course: content and members

State Department: Public Correspondence, Public Affairs Bureau
Asia
Speaker program
Vietnam War

State Department: FSI: CORDS Training
Course content
Vietnam Language program
AID Employees
Refugee program
Vietnam War progress

Vietnam: CORDS Officer (USAID)

Kien Hoa: District Senior Advisor, Ba Tri District
Tet Offensive
Duties and Operations
Education Ministry
Military situation
Vietnamese counterparts
Bunker visit
Programs
Military action

Saigon: Special Assistant to Ambassador Colby
Pacification Program
Comments on Program administration
William Colby
Operations
Corruption problem
Vietcong
American press

State Department: FSI: Chinese language training
Course of instruction

Taichung, Taiwan: FSI: Chinese language training

1966-1967

1967-1968

1968-1970

1970

1970-1972

1972-1973



Kuomintang

Marriage

Temporary duty to Hong Kong
Taiwan development

State Department: INR: Asia Office 1973-1974
China’s UN seat
Personnel
Mongolia

Hong Kong: Political Officer; China watcher 1974-1978
Personnel
China provincial developments
Cultural Revolution
China internal political developments
Gang of Four
Deng
US Liaison Office, Beijing
Democracy Wall Movement
Chairman Mao
Premier Zhou Enlai
China travel restrictions
Information sources
Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS)
Chinese leadership
Fall of Vietnam and family issues
Post-Vietnam developments

Comments on Vietnam War Developments
Wife’s family situation
Family move to California
Effect on East Asia countries
POW/MIA
Vietnam/China relations
Congressional delegation

State Department: Deputy Director, Office of Vietnam, Laos and 1978-1980
Cambodia (VLC): East Asia Bureau
Vietnam Peace Talks
Soviets
Ho Chi Minh
Communists in Laos
US Embassy in Hanoi
Chinese in Vietnam
Cam Ranh Bay
US/China relations



Deng Xiaoping

MIA/POW issue

SS Mayaguez

Khmer Rouge

Orderly Departure Program (Refugees)
Pol Pot

Senator John Danforth

Richard Holbrooke

Thailand/US relations

Hun Sen

Vietnamese refugees

Khmer assistance

United Nations and refugees
Non-Government Organizations (NGOs)
Peoples Republic of Kampuchea (PRK)
United Nations deliberations

ASEAN

US military in Cambodia

Hanoi government

Vietnam Invasion of Cambodia
Chinese military

Congressional delegations to China
Chinese official entertaining

US/Laos relations

State Department: Executive Assistant to Assistant Secretary of 1980-1981

State for East Asia (EA)
US/China relations
Richard Holbrooke
Duties and operations
Philippines
Marcos
Dean Rusk
Korea
John Holdridge
Senator Jesse Helms
ASEAN meetings
China/Taiwan
President Reagan
Human Rights

State Department: Deputy for Political, Consular and Cultural 1981-1982
Issues
Operations
Arrest of American
Taiwan Relations Act



Arms to Taiwan

China internal developments
China leaders

Chinese students in US
Chinese Defections
American Institute of Taiwan
China Embassy

China Embassy’s public/congressional relations
Congressional China visits
Kissinger China visit

Family

Hong Kong: Chief of Political Section 1982-1984
British lease expiration talks
Contacts with Peoples’ Republic of China (PRC)
New China News Agency (NCNA)
Newspaper publishers
China/Hong Kong relationship
Discussions of issues
Chinese dialect problems
Local employees
Hong Kong dollar
Consulate preparations for changeover
“Walled City”
British Hong Kong rule
Future of US Consulate General
Xu
Macau future
Mainland China developments
Consulate Guangzhou relations
Consular operations in China
Relations with British

Jakarta, Indonesia: Head of Political Section 1984-1987
Family
Embassy organization
Environment
Suharto regime
Religious groups
Local Chinese
East Timor
Non-aligned movement
Government
Philippines
Vietnamese refugees
President Reagan visit



New Guinea

Freeport mine

Political organizations

The Center for Strategic International Studies (CSIS)
China (PRC)

Corruption

US commercial presence

Oil policies

American educated Indonesians
Muslim fundamentalism

Free Papua movement (Irian Java)
West Timor

Australia

“Indonesia Watchers”
Transmigrasi program

Travel

Universities

ASEAN

Cornell Graduates

China

Japan

Possible breakup

Ambassador Holdridge
Ambassador Wolfowitz

State Department: Director, Press Office 1987-1989
Chuck Redman
Margeret Tutwiler
Bureau organization
Phyllis Oakley
Operations
Press briefings
Relations with Operations Center
Relations with geographic bureaus
UN General Assembly
Personnel
Press and TV
Foreign Press Center
Secretaries Shultz and Baker
Richard Boucher
Family

Guangzhou, China: Consul General 1989-1993
Relations
Dissidents
Ambassador Jim Lilley



Tiananmen and aftermath
Anti-US

Chinese political organization
Smuggling

Economy

Access to public officials
Shanghai

Staff

Consular District
Accommodations

US commercial presence
USIA

Commerce

Investment development
Infant adoption

Chinese students in US
Foreign consulates
Foreign Affairs Office
Environmental issues
Operations

State Department: East Asia Bureau; Offices Organization 1993
Operations
Economic Affairs and Regional Affairs
Political/Military Affairs
Geographic Bureaus
Winston Lord
Support of US commercial interests abroad
Foreign Commercial Service (FCS)
Department of Commerce
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Commercial organization meetings

Seattle, Washington: State Department representative to 1993-1994
Washington Council on International Trade (WCIT)
Heads of State Meetings
Boeing
Financial supporters
Organization
Operations
Contacts with APEC members
Traveling commercial road show
China visit
Conference issues

State Department: Director, Office of Laos, Vietnam and 1994-1996



Cambodia Affairs
Normalizing US/Vietnam relations
Ambassador William Sullivan
Congressional support for normalization
US-Vietnam Trade Council
Opposition to normalization
POW/MIA negotiations and operations
American Legion
“Bone Peddlers”
Vietnamese cooperation
US/Vietnam relations
New York discussions with Viet Nam
Opening US Liaison Office in Hanoi
US/Vietnam relations established 7/11/1995
Legal questions
Burma
Christopher visits Hanoi
Embassy property issues

State Department: FSI: Vietnamese language refresher course 1996-1997

Hanoi, Vietnam: Deputy Chief of Mission 1997-2001
Ho Chi Minh City (former Saigon)
Opening Embassy
Local reception
Congressional visits
Vietnamese retournees
Houston Vietnam monument
US Vietnamese organizations
Operations
Consular services
Other Agency representation
Contacts with government officials
US-Vietnam Trade agreement (1999)
Government officials
“Formalization” of diplomatic relations
American commercial presence
Local travel
Environment
President Clinton visit to Vietnam
Translations problems
Hanoi leaders
Vietnam government
Universities
Government information control
Labor control



Francophone summit

French language
Vietnamese-American visitors
Missionaries

National Day celebrations

Le Kha Phieu

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
Vietnamese investment market
Most Favored Nation (MFN)
Joint ventures

World Trade Organization

US Trade Representative

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
US suppliers to Vietnam
Sweat shops

Communist Party

Vietnam impetus for change

Retirement 2001
State Department positions offered
Washington Oriental Ceramics Society
Document declassification



