
AMBASSADOR JOHN H. KELLY 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; raised in Atlanta, Georgia 

 Emory University; Duke University Law School 

 High school teacher 

 Joined Foreign Service in 1964 

 

Adana, Turkey - Vice Consul 1964-1966 

 General duties 

 Relations with US military 

 

Ankara, Turkey - Economic officer 1966-1967 

 TDY - President Johnson visit to Far East 

 

President Johnson's visit to Far East 

 Serving LBJ's needs 

 Duties and rewards 

 

Ankara, Turkey - Mutual Security Affairs 1967 

 Status of Forces Agreements 

 Incherlick military base 

 Dealing with Turkish officialdom 

 US intelligence operations 

 Arab-Israel War (Evacuation/Beirut) - 1967 

 

FSI - Thai language training 1967-1968 

 

Bangkok, Thailand - Political-Military officer 1968-1969 

 SEATO 

 Laos "invasion" plan 

 US military operations 

 Counter-insurgency efforts 

 

Songkhla, Thailand - Principal officer 1969-1971 

 Communist-led insurgencies 

 US presence in South Thailand 

 Environment 

 

Armed Forces Staff College - Norfolk, Virginia 1971-1972 

 

State Department - INR - Office of Strategic Affairs 1972-1973 

 SALT 



 Duties and issues 

 

Bangkok, Thailand - TDY 1973 

 

Department of Defense - Exchange officer 1973-1974 

 SEATO-Thailand 

 James Schlesinger (Secretary of Defense) 

 Kissinger and State vs. DOD 

 Military "politics" 

 

State Department - Political-Military Affairs 1974 

 SALT negotiations 

 

State Department - Special Assistant to Counselor 1974-1976 

 Counselor Helmut Sonnenfeldt 

 Kissinger 

 SALT I and II 

 Dr. Edward Teller 

 Note-taking 

 "Back channeling" 

 Nuclear Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 

 speech-writing for Kissinger 

 

Paris, France - Political-Military officer 1976-1980 

 Arms control 

 Relations with French military 

 Public speaking 

 NATO and France 

 AWACs 

 French Air Show 

 D'Estaing's disarmament speech 

 Terrorism 

 

State Department - Executive Secretariat 1980-1981 

 President Carter's European visit 

 Foreign Travels (escort) 

 Operations and duties 

 Reagan's assassination attempt 

 

Georgetown University 1981-1982 

 Una Chapman Cox Foundation fellow 

 National security decision-making study 

 

State Department - Deputy Assistant Secretary, Public Affairs 1982 

 Duties and operations 

 Relations with geographic bureaus 



 Historians office 

 

State Department - Deputy Assistant Secretary, European Affairs 1982-1985 

 Meeting Prime Minister Thatcher 

 Foreign meetings and travel 

 The "Pasta War" 

 KAL 003 crisis 

 Arms control negotiations 

 Richard Perle 

 Personnel issues 

 ”Stars Wars” issue  

 Cyprus  

 Office of Policy and Opinion Analysis  

 Public speaking engagements  

 

Ambassador to Beirut, Lebanon 1986-1988 

 Briefings  

 Hostages (a release)  

 Contacts with warring factions  

 Tasks and objectives  

 Lebanese concept of U.S. role  

 U.S. policy confusion  

 Iran -contra  

 Oliver North  

 Kidnapings  

 Hezballah operations  

 “Back-channeling”  

 Secretary of State Shultz’s anger  

 MC Farlane  

 Threats of dismissal  

 “Admonishment”  

 Conflict with Shultz 

  “Ambushed”  

 Bargaining with kidnappers  

 Security  

 Israeli flights 

 Shellings  

 Need for Beirut Embassy  

 Relations with regional U.S. embassies  

 Lebanese presidential elections  

 Embassy morale 

 Pan Am 103  

 Medical evacuation  

 

State Department- Deputy Director of Policy Planning 1988-1989 

 



State Department- Assistant Secretary, NEA 1989-1991 

 Staff changes  

 Secretary of State Baker  

 Congressional testimony  

 Duties and obligations  

 Israeli settlements issue  

 Arab-Israel violations  

 Madrid conference  

 Dennis Rass  

 PLO relations  

 Mubarak  

 Iraqi violations  

 Ambassador April Glaspie and Saddam Hussein  

 Iraq attacks Kuwait  

 Post-way sanctions  

 Briefing Congress  

 Oil pipeline to Turkey shut  

 Negotiating with allies and others  

 “Arabists” views  

 Kurdish issues  

 Kuwait’s oil fires  

 U.S. objectives in Gulf war  

 Security Assistance Programs  

 Pakistan-India problems  

 Afghanistan war  

 Saudi Arabia  

 Islamic extremism  

 Lebanon policy  

 Hostages policy 

 

Ambassador to Finland 1991-1993 

 Duties and routine  

 Issues 

 

Retirement – 1993 

 


