
AMBASSADOR ALPHONSE F. LA PORTA 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in New York 

 Georgetown University; New York University 

 US Army 

 National Security Agency; analyst 

 Entered the Foreign Service in 1965 

 

State Department; Administrative Rotation Program 1965 

 Morale issues 

 Consolidated Country Programming System (CCPS) 

 Foreign Affairs Manual 

 

State Department; Office of Functional Personnel; Management 1965 

   Planning 

 

State Department; FSI; Indonesian language training 1966-1967 

 

Jakarta, Indonesia; Chief Consular Officer 1967-1969 

 Abortive coup 

 Sukarno exiled 

 Communist Party 

 Political situation 

 Military 

 Embassy evacuation 

 Chinese 

 Activities of Mrs. La Porta 

 

Jakarta, Indonesia; Political Officer 1969-1970 

 Okinawa fishermen 

 Anti-Japanese feeling 

 US-Indonesian relations 

 Middle East interest 

 Universities 

 Free Aceh Movement 

 Sukarno accomplishments 

 Dutch interests 

 

State Department; Bureau of International Organizations 1970-1972 

 Science and Technology Affairs 

 Nuclear energy issues 

 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty  



 Law of the Sea 

 International Conferences 

 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Political Officer 1972-1975 

 Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman 

 Federation with Singapore 

 Chinese 

 Racial violence 

 Universities 

 Muslim Parties 

 Kuala Lumpur Players 

 Political Parties  

 Views on Vietnam War 

 Relations 

 Japanese Red Army hostage taking and negotiations 

 Embassy evacuation 

 Kissinger views on terrorist negotiation 

 

State Department, FSI; Turkish language study 1975-1976 

 

Ankara, Turkey; Political-Military Officer 1976-1978 

 Political Parties and situation 

 Turkish Federation of Northern Cyprus 

 Turkish-Greek relations 

 NATO 

 Failed Greek Cyprus coup 

 Syria 

 Iraq 

 CENTO 

 Kurds 

 Environment 

 US military presence 

 Ambassador Macomber 

 

Medan, Indonesia; Principal Officer, Consul 1978-1981 

 Ethnic groups 

 Geography 

 Economy 

 Insurgency groups 

 Government 

 Universities 

 Islam 

 Chinese 

 Territorial disputes 

 Aceh 

 Mobil Oil 



  Asian Development Bank 

 Refugee issues 

 Indonesian Law Institute 

 Schools 

 East Timor 

 Relations with local military 

 

The National War College 1981-1982 

 Student body 

  

State Department; Deputy Director, Office of Malaysia, Burma 1982 -1985 

   and Singapore Affairs, East Asia Bureau  

 ASEAN Military Cooperation 

 Suharto 

 East Timor 

 Aceh Merdeka Movement 

 Free Papua Movement 

 Brunei 

 Malaysia 

 Chinese 

 Five Power Defense Arrangement, (FPDA) 

 Malaysia security discussions 

 Cornell’s Institute of South Asia Studies 

 US-ASEAN Business Council 

 

State Department; Office of Management 1985-1987 

 Overseas staff levels 

 Strategic Management Initiative 

 “State 2000” planning exercise 

 Post closings 

 Russia and East Europe posts 

 Congressional interest 

 Terrorism 

 

Wellington, New Zealand, Deputy Chief of Mission 1987-1991 

 Non-nuclear policy and US Navy 

 Environment 

 Military  

 US “Neither declare nor deny” policy 

 Relations 

 “Agreement to Disagree” policy 

 Russians 

 Asia Development Bank 

 Gulf War 

 CINCPAC 

 Greenpeace 



 Economy 

 Consulates 

 Geography 

 Family 

 

State Department: Special Assistant to Special Representative 1991-1995 

   for the Philippines, Elliot Richardson 

 Personnel and assignment problems 

 Cory Aquino administration 

 Philippine economic reform 

 Joint business and economic organizations 

 International Donor organizations 

 USAID projects 

 Richardson’s portfolio 

 Philippine government 

 Relations with Embassy 

 Relations with World Bank and Asian Development Bank 

 Pacific Island Affairs 

  

State Department; Contributor “State 2000” 1995 

 American Foreign Service Association (AFSA) 

 Senior Foreign Service Association (SFSA) 

 Personnel and management issues 

 Strategic Management Initiative 

 Government stoppage 

 Demoralization of the Public Service 

 

State Representative (Vice President) to AFSA 1995-1997 

 AFSA membership and policies 

 Warren Christopher 

 Grievance process 

 Equal opportunity cases 

 AFSA issues 

 Security arrangements for employees 

 Civil Service vs. Foreign Service 

 Senior Executive Service 

 Strategic Management Initiative 

 Relations with Congress 

 Service as President of AFSA 

 Foreign Service as a profession 

 

Ambassador to Mongolia 1997-2000 

 US-Mongolia “Third Neighbor” relationship 

 Mongolian independence from neighbors 

 US-Mongolia military relationship 

 Narcotics traffic 



 Relations with Russia 

 Economy 

 Environment 

 Living conditions 

 Communist Party 

 USAID projects 

 International Republican Institute (IRI) 

 Role of women 

 Security 

 Soviet legacy 

 India 

 World War II 

 Japanese 

 Social and humanitarian affairs 

 US missionaries 

 

Naples, Italy; Political Advisor to Commander of NATO 2000-2003 

   forces in Southern Region 

 Territory covered by Naples Regional Command 

 Military organization 

 NATO activities in Balkans 

 Kosovo 

 Southern Serbia 

 Greece/Turkey 

 Operation Endeavor 

 Kurdish refugees 

 Iraq 

 Modernization of NATO forces 

 NATO’s Brussels headquarters 

 European abuses 

 Rumsfeld 

 The French and NATO 

 Sweden 

 Afghanistan 

 Center for Strategic and International Studies 

 Illegal immigration 

 Barcelona Process 

 European defense  

 Darfur and Sudan 

 

Retirement 2003 

 

Post Retirement 

 President, United States-Indonesian Society (USINDO) 

 Writing and speaking engagements 

 Consultancy contracts 



 Activities of Mrs. La Porta 

 


