
AMBASSADOR L. BRUCE LAINGEN 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in Minnesota 

 St. Olaf College, University of Minnesota  

 U.S. Navy, World War II 

 Joined Foreign Service 1950 

 

West Germany 1951-1953 

 Kreis Officer 

 Hamburg, vice consul 

 

Teheran, Iran 1953-1955 

 Meshed, economic officer 

 Zehedi overthrows Mossadegh 

 Ambassador Loy Henderson 

 Political situation  

 U.S. influence 

 The Shah 

 

NEA  1955-1960 

 Greek desk officer 

 Cyprus problems 

 

Karachi, Pakistan 1960-1964 

 Political officer 

 Political situation 

 Divided Pakistan 

 India vs. Pakistan 

 Vice President Johnson visit 

 President Ayub 

 Soviets 

 

NEA  1964-1968 

 Director, Pakistan and Afghanistan Affairs 

 National War College 

 

Kabul, Afghanistan 1968-1971 

 Deputy Chief of Mission 

 Ambassador and Mrs. Robert Neumann 

 Peace Corps 

 Political Corps 

 Political situation 



 American “hippies” 

 

NEA  1971-1974 

 Director of Pakistan and Afghanistan Affairs 

 Pakistan split, Bangladesh formed 

 Pakistan vs. India 

 Simla Agreement 

 Bhutto 

 Deputy Assistant Secretary 1974-1975 

 

EUR  1975-1977 

 Deputy Assistant Secretary for Southern Europe 

 Spain’s Juan Carlos 

 Cyprus problem 

 

Valletta, Malta 1977-1979 

 Ambassador 

 U.S. interests 

 Mintoff 

 Libya and Qadhafi 

 SCCE conference 

 

Teheran, Iran 1979-1980 

 Chargé d’Affaires 

 Embassy “protected” by thugs 

 Political turmoil 

 Embassy attacked and subsequently seized again 

 Aftermath of revolution 

 Functioning as an embassy 

 Iran Provisional Government 

 Prime Ministre Bazargan 

 Embassy’s relative optimism 

 U.S./Iran military issue 

 Islamic fundamentalism 

 Iraq vs. Iran 

 Visa applicants 

 Ayatollah Khomeini  

 Shah flees 

 Shah admitted to United States 

 Embassy endangered 

 Visit to Foreign Office 

 Phone connection to State Department 

 Embassy overrun  

 Destruction problems 

 Marine guards 

 Confinement in Foreign Office 



 Ramsay Clark – William Miller mission 

 Swiss embassy help 

 U.S. freezes Iranian assets 

 President Carter’s threats 

 Revolutionary Council’s power 

 Gholbzadeh 

 U.S. breaks up relations with Iran 

 Rescue mission fails 

 Iran tires of hostages 

 Algiers Accord  

 Hostages combined, then released 

 Comments on captors 

 “October surprise” 

 Home reception 

 Post errors 

 Lessons learned 

 

National Defense University 1981-1987 

 Vice President 

 

National Commission on the Public Service 1987-1992 

 

American Academy of Diplomacy 1993 


