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Mrs. Lewis accompanied her husband Ambassador Samuel Lewis on his Foreign Service
assignments in Washington, DC and abroad.

General Comments
Duties of Foreign Service wives
Congressional delegations (and wives)
Influence of 1972 Directive on Kabul embassy
Children’s lives in the Foreign Service
Foreign languages
“Social Usage” handbooks
Personal finances
Representation responsibilities
Theater roles and interest
Pressure of activities
Community Liaison Office
Personal satisfaction

Background
Southwestern University
Actress (Arena Stage), Teacher, Writer

Rome, Italy (Husband’s temporary duty)
Ambassador Claire Booth Luce
Villa Taverna

Naples, Italy; 1953-1955
Environment
Communists

Florence, Italy; 1955-1959
Environment
Social life
“High Society”
[talian regional accents
VIP visitors

Washington, DC; 1960-1963
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Bowles
Bowles and Jack Kennedy relationship
Working with Peace Corps
Family



Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 1963-1965
Environment
Living conditions
Poverty
Ambassador Lincoln Gordon
USAID program
Work with local health clinic

Houston, Texas: 1965-1966
Assisting ailing mother-in-law

Washington, DC; 1966-1970

Kabul, Afghanistan; 1971-1974
Marlen Newmann (Wife of Ambassador)
Penne Laingen
1972 Directive re wives
Local languages
Local help
Environment
Social life
Diplomatic Wives Club
Morale
Making do
Entertainment
Western bonding
“Brigadoon”

Communal sharing

American colony

Kabul description

American Women’s Meetings
Division of furniture survey
USAID/Embassy problems

Washington, DC; 1975-1976
Husband’s colleagues
Working in inner-city schools

Tel Aviv, Israel; 1977-1985
Responsibilities as wife of US Ambassador
Daily schedule
Environment
Multilingual population
Recreation
Official entertaining
Melting pot society



Household help

Jerusalem

Israeli official society
Children’s education

Women’s groups

Community Liaison Officer (CLO)
Shopping

Theater

Hannah Rovena
Egyptian-Israeli Peace

President Carter

US, Egyptian, Israeli negotiators
Hebrew language lessons
Community and international organizations
Family Liaison Officer (FLO)
Residence security

Marine guards

Kibbutz visits

Politics

Charitable activities

American School

Dependent spouses

Retirement
Post-retirement activities
Diplomacy as “search for peace”



