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Mrs. Lyon accompanied her husband Ambassador Cecil B. Lyon on his State Department
Foreign Service assignments in the United States and abroad. Her sisters, Lilla Grew Moffat
Levitt and Anita Grew English, also contribute their recollections.

Background
Born in Vienna, Austria

Daughter of Ambassador and Mrs. Joseph Grew
Holton Arms School, Women’s College, Constantinople
Married Cecil B. Lyon in 1933

General Comments
Social protocol requirements
Travels by sea
Staffing of consular and diplomatic posts
Personnel bonding at posts
Family diaries
McCarthy years
Isolation of wives of Ambassadors
Parents

Early years in Constantinople
Miss Carp
Swimming in the Black Sea and Bosporus
Embassy boats
Travels
Ambassador Joseph Grew

Early years in Tokyo, Japan
Meeting Cecil Lyon

Posts of Assignment

Tokyo, Japan, 1933
Marriage

Peking, China, 1933-1938
Journey to Peking
Japanese invasion
Evacuation to Tokyo
Travel
Daughter Alice



Santiago, Chile, 1938-1943
Housing
Elections
President Pedro Aguirre Cerda
Japanese nurse

Washington, DC, 1943

Cairo, Egypt, 1944-1946
Environment
Health
Voyage home
Comments on Egypt

Washington, DC, 1946-1948
River Platte Affairs

Warsaw, Poland, 1948-1950
Environment
Iron Curtain
Restrictions
Children’s schooling

Washington, DC, 1950
National War College

Berlin, Germany, 1951-1954
Environment
Children’s schooling
Restricted travel
Bayreuth festival
Radio Free Europe
Checkpoints
East German publications
June 17 uprising (East Germany)
Eleanor Dulles
Berlin Mayor Reuther

Washington, DC, 1954-1956
Husband in German Affairs at State

Santiago Chile, 1956-1958
Husband US Ambassador to Chile
Responsibilities
Health



Paris, France, 1958-1964

Switzerland visits

Health

President Kennedy’s visit
Elysée luncheon
Embassy security
Guest list
Jackie Kennedy
Exchange of gifts

Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 1964;
and Maldives, 1965

Environment
Favorable comments
Foreign visits
Ceylonese names
Politics
President Sennenayake
Physical environment
Leper hospital
Poverty
Reading for the blind
Un-planned parenthood

Washington, DC, 1967
Husband Foreign Service Inspector

Retirement, 1968



