
AMBASSADOR EDWARD MARKS 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born in Chicago; raised in Detroit 

 Wayne University; University of Michigan 

 Foreign Service exam 

 Entered Foreign Service - 1959 

 U.S. Army 

 Jewish community 

 

State Department - Cultural Affairs Bureau 1959-1960 

 Foreign visitors 

 

Nairobi, Kenya - Economic/Commercial Officer 1960-1962 

 Environment 

 Class consciousness 

 British presence 

 Ethnic mix 

 Regional reporting 

 East African Community [EAC] 

 Nyerere 

 Kenyatta 

 “Kennedy Airlift” 

 Female officers 

 

Nuevo Laredo, Mexico - Consular Officer 1963-1965 

 Case studies 

 Environment 

 

Luanda, Angola - Consular Officer 1963-1966 

 Environment 

 Portuguese 

 Racial mixture 

 Staff 

 Rebellion 

 “Winds of Change” 

 South Africa relations 

 Anti-Salazar jokes 

 CIA 

 Leftists (African groupies) 

 Economics 

 

Lusaka, Zambia - Economic/Commercial Officer 1966-1969 



 Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 

 Environment 

 Economy 

 Kaunda 

 Population diversity 

 Cold War competition 

 Political attitudes 

 Chinese railway 

 

State Department - Foreign Service Institute [FSI] 1969-1970 

 

State Department - Kenya Desk Officer 1970-1971 

 Economy 

 Kenyatta 

 AID programs 

 Regional competition 

 

Brussels, Belgium - Economic/Commercial Officer 1971-1974 

 U.S. missions 

 OPEC oil crisis 

 African interests 

 Flemish-Walloon controversy 

 Economic changes 

 Ambassador John Eisenhower 

 Ambassador Robert Strausz-Hupé 

 Ambassador Harvey Firestone 

 

Lubumbashi, Zaire - Consul 1974-1976 

 Environment 

 Population 

 Mobutu 

 Shaba Province 

 Economy 

 U.S. interests 

 Simba rebellion 

 Problems 

 CIA 

 

State Department - AF/C - Deputy Director and Zaire Desk Officer 1976-1977 

 Bokassa 

 Zaire 

 Shaba I and II 

 Mobutu 

 Cold War 

 U.S. policy 

 CIA 



 

Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde - Ambassador 1977-1980 

 Environment 

 Problems 

 Protocol 

 Cubans 

 Diplomatic corps 

 Population 

 History 

 Praia, Cape Verde 

 AID 

 Economy 

 Politics 

 Ex-colonials attitude 

 

National War College 1980-1981 

 Course 

 Personalities 

 

State Department - Public Affairs Bureau 1981 

 

State Department - Counterterrorism 1981-1985 

 Office for Combating Terrorism 

 Legislation 

 Dealing with Congress 

 International participation 

 U.S. training programs 

 Terrorist groups 

 Sudan hostage taking 

 

Center for Strategic and International Studies [CSIS] 1985-1986 

 El Salvador 

 “Combating Terrorism: A Matter of Leverage” 

 

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Deputy Chief of Mission [DCM] 1986-1989 

 Trincomalee port 

 Government 

 Peace Corps 

 AID 

 Ambassador James Spain 

 Tamil separatists 

 Prime Minister Jayewardene 

 Sinhalese 

 Environment 

 Indian intervention 

 U.S. interests 



 Economy 

 Conflict 

 

USUN - New York - Minister-Counselor for Economic and 1989-1993 

   Social Affairs 

 ECOSOC 

 G-77 problems 

 Ambassador Thomas Pickering 

 Pickering-Baker relations 

 Gulf War 

 USSR collapse 

 Chernobyl 

 UN organization 

 UNESCO 

 USUN-State relations 

 Fishing rights issue 

 Methods of operation 

 UN bureaucracy 

 NGOs 

 “Sustainable development” 

 Financial concerns 

 Israel 

 Voting procedures 

 Zionism resolution 

 Human rights 

 Chinese 

 EU mission 

 European Community 

 UN operations 

 UNICEF 

 UN reforms 

 Ambassador Albright 

 Senator Helms 

 Administration and UN 

 Secretary General Boutros-Ghali 

 

Industrial College of the Armed Forces - Faculty 1993-1995 

 Think tanks 

 

Retirement - Center for Strategic and International Studies 

 Private consultant 

 


