
AMBASSADOR EDWIN W. MARTIN 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Childhood in India 

 Oberlin College 

 Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 

 Foreign Service Test 

 Interest in China and language training 

 Evacuation of families and transfer to Taiwan 

 

Rangoon, Burma 1950-1951 

 Political situation 

 Assassination of Burmese leaders 

 Insurgent groups 

 Chinese population and organization 

 Economic situation 

 Impact of Korean War on aid to Burma 

 Chinese Nationalist troops in Burma 

 Importance of Burma 

 

Ambassador to Burma 1971-1973 

 Posts leading up to appointment 

 Isolated posts 

 Center for drugs 

 General Ne Win and Burma’s political situation 

 Burma-Thai rivalry 

 Resistance to stopping drug industry 

 Heroin in cities 

 Khakweyei, Burmese irregular forces and drug smuggling 

 Request for helicopters to fight drug smuggling 

 UN Involvement 

 Burmese relations with PRC 

 U.S. and offshore petroleum drilling 

 Lack of tourism 

 Embassy staff 

 British intelligence surveillance 

 

Conclusion 

 Greatest accomplishment in Burma 

 Frustrations 

 Importance of golf in Burma 

 Foreign Service as a career 

 Retirement 



 Changing role of the Foreign Service 

 

Introduction to experience in China 

 China in the 1940s and political reporting 

 Leaving china before Communist Invasion 

 KMT vs CCP 

 Chinese students and the attraction of communism 

 Nature of political reporting 

 Transfer of the Kuomintang and U.S. reaction 

 Chiang Ching-huo 

 

Working for Chinese Affairs 1951-1955 

 China policy under Eisenhower and Truman 

 Geneva, Warsaw and Panmanjom talks 

 Chou En-lai 

 Korea and negotiating with China 

 Geneva talks 

 Denouncing use of force 

 Taiwan Strait Crisis and Office of Chinese Affairs 

 Protecting offshore islands 

 State Department under Dulles and committees under Eisenhower administration 

 1958 Crisis 

 Sino-Soviet split 

 

Consul General, Hong Kong 1967-1970 

 Hong Kong: window for China 

 British help in gathering information 

 Bombs and murder 

 Hong Kong’s instability and U.S. investments 

 Burning British mission in Beijing 

 China’s attitude towards Hong Kong 

 Turning point in Chinese relations with U.S.  

 Vietnam 

 Trade with China and lifting travel restrictions 

 Visiting Burma 

 U.S. Embassy in Hong Kong 

 “Current Background”, Chinese Magazine 

 

Ambassador to Burma 1971-1973 

 Changing policies towards minorities 

 Burmese relations with China 

 Burmese nonalignment 

 Drug smuggling 

 Relations with Soviet ambassador 

 

Kennedy Administration 



 Attitude towards China under Kennedy administration 

 Political advisor to Commander in Chief, Pacific 

 Admitting People’s Republic of Mongolia to UN 

 Undersecretary of State, Chester Bowles 

 Secretary of State Rusk and Kennedy’s attitude towards China 

 Recognizing China 

 Travel to Taiwan with Vice President Johnson 


