
AMBASSADOR FRANCIS TERRY MCNAMARA 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in New York State 

 U.S. Navy World War II and Korean War 

 Russell Sage College, McGill and Syracuse Universities 

 Entered Foreign Service 1956 
 

Salisbury, Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 1957-1959 

 Economic officer 

 British influence 
 

INR  1959-1961 

 Analyst – Rhodesia/Nyasaland, Mozambique/Angola 
 

Elizabethville, Congo 1961-1963 

 Political situation 

 International rivalry 

 Tshombe 

 Insurrection and UN intervention 

 US role in dispute 

 American evacuation 

 Death threats and personal safety 

 Living in chaos 
 

Tanzania 1964-1966 

 Economic officer 

 Troubled relations 

 Nyerere 

 US activities and interests 
 

Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk 1967 

 Temporary duty to Zambia 
 

AF, South Africa 1967 
 

Vietnam, CORDS 1967-1971 

 Tet offensive 

 Operations 

 Quang tri  1968-1969 

 Danang 1969-1971 

 Principal Officer 

 US military withdrawals 
 

Naval War College 1971-1972 



 

Cotonou, Dahomey 1972 

 Coup d’etat 

 Radicalization of regime 

 Sahel drought 
 

Can-Tho, Vietnam 1974-1975 

 Consul General 

 Economics in Mekong Delta 

 Personalities and corruption 

 Evacuation by sea 
 

Guam after Vietnam Evacuation 1975 
 

Vietnam Task Force 1975 
 

Quebec, Canada 1975-1979 

 Separation and US policy 

 1976 elections 
 

Senior Seminar 1979-1980 
 

Public Affairs Bureau 1980-1981 

 Deputy Assistant Secretary 
 

Gabon  1981-1984 

 Ambassador 

 U.S. interests 

 President Bongo 

 French influence 
 

Hoover Institute 1984-1985 
 

Beirut, Lebanon 1985-1987 

 Deputy Chief of Mission 

 Security 

 Live in war-torn Beirut 

 Staff and morale 

 Local politics and divisions 

 Hostages 

 Oliver North and hostages 
 

National Defense University 1988-1989 

 Fellow 
 

Cape Verde 1989-1992 

 Ambassador 

 U.S. interests 



 Politics 

 


