
AMBASSADOR ROBINSON MCILVAINE 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Journalist 

 State Department during the McCarthy period 

 Public opinion and the image of Foreign Service 

 

Foreign Service 1953-1956 

 Wriston Program 

 Caribbean Commission 1953-1956 

 

DCM, Lisbon, Portugal 1956-1959 

 Ambassador Bonbright vs. Ambassador Elbrick 

 Duties as DCM 

 Senior Seminar 

 

Consul General, Leopoldville 1960-1961 

 Instructions from State Department 

 Embassy staff 

 Political situation and embassy objectives 

 Political leaders and contact with the embassy 

 Role of United Nations 

 Frank Carlucci 

 American Missionaries 

 Travel in Zaire 

 Mobutu’s overthrow 

 Trying to establish United Nations involvement 

 

Ambassador to Dahomey (Benin) 1961-1964 

 Appointment 

 Kennedy administration’s attitude toward Africa 

 Political situation 

 Role of the Embassy 

 French presence in Benin 

 Infrastructure 

 Minorities in the Foreign Service 

 Coups d’etat 

 

Ambassador to Guinea 1966-1969 

 Appointment 

 Political situation and co-presidency with Nkrumah 

 Ghanaian kidnapping of Guinea’s Foreign Minister 

 U.S. diplomats taken hostage 



 African mob mentality 

 U.S. relations with Guinea 

 Western and Eastern presence in Guinea 

 Sekou Toure 

 East German disinformation against the U.S. 

 Chinese presence in Guinea 

 Travel in Guinea 

 Stokely Carmichael 

 

Ambassador to Kenya 1969-1973 

 Appointment 

 Political situation 

 Relations with Vice President Moi 

 Peace Corps and AID 

 British presence 

 Asian businesses in Kenya 

 Geopolitical problems and the East African Community 

 American businesses and oil exploration 

 

Conclusion 

 Great accomplishments 

 Frustrations 

 Foreign Service as a career 

 U.S. focus on Africa 

 Effects of Vietnam 


