
JAMES MOCERI 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Bio-sketch – education 

 

Assistant professor at College of Northern Idaho 1947-1949 

 Leads to Fulbright Scholarship 

 Pearl Harbor – The War Years 

 Going to Italy 

 Meets Congressman John Rooney 

 

Italian Institute for Historical Studies in Naples 1949 

 Close contact with historian Benedetto Croce 

 Activities and lecture at USIS library 

 Entrance into USIA predecessor agency 

 

Branch PAO, Bari 1951 

 Changed by Ambassador Dunn to Florence 

 

Florence 1951 

 Contacts with important political figures 

 Related US embassy reactions 

 Contact with Key Communist Party Central Committee Member 

 Fulbright Exchange Nominees 

 Branch PAO, Florence 

 Closing of USIS Bologna – new BPAO 1953 

 Bologna, Venice, Trieste added to region 

 Legge Truffa “Fraudulent Law” 

 Acting PAO for Italy 1955 

 1955 report on evidence of effectiveness of USIS library 

 Suggests writing a history of Claire Booth Luce’s Ambassadorial Period 

 Oppenheimer Speech incident 

 Reunion of WWII resistance groups in Venice 

 Establishing a chair of American history in the University of Florence 

 Old American Films 

 US consulate in Florence during Three Consul General’s reign 

 

Taiwan 1956 

 PAO Ralph Powell 

 Restructuring USIS Taipei’s program 

 Objectives and activities 

 The Chinese “Riots” 

 Embassy and USIS destruction and rebuilding  

 Ambassador Rankin 



 Grass roots elements of a democratic order 

 Demise and departure of Ralph Powell 

 DCM Pilcher 

 

Naval War College 1959 

 Two war games 

 

USIA office of policy and plans 1961 

 Critical evaluation of country papers 

 Kennedy takes office 

 Tom Sorenson 

 Recommendation for New Agency Management  

 Defense dept. annual report changes strategy - 1962 

 UN 18-Nation Disarmament Conference 

 Alliance for Progress 

 Public opinion poll showing wide support for Castro 

 Puerto Rico conference to kick off Peace Corps 

 

Khartoum, PAO 

 USIA program in Sudan  

 Predicts forthcoming coup 

 Coup 

 

Conakry, Guinea 1965 

 Visit of Governor Mennen Williams 

 Sekou Toure 

 Guinea v. American ideas 

 Involvement of Chinese 

 Pan Am Flight – Minister incident 

 Widespread repercussions 

 Plan for embassy operations rejected  

 

Paris  1969 

 Set up press operation to service European media for moon landing 

 NASA space efforts 

 Analysis and evaluation unit 

 

VOA Study 1972 

 Subsequent studies 

 Director of Research 

 


