
WALTER ROBERTS 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Entry into government work 1942 

 Office of Coordinator of Information 

  Origin of title: “Voice of America” 

 

Creation of Separate Austrian Service triggered Moscow declaration 1943 

 

Differences in programming emphasis between German and specifically Austrian broadcasts 

 

Robert’s work with delegations preparing Austrian State Treaty leads to his transfer to State 

Department Austrian desk  1950 

 

Robert goes to Vienna and organizes transfer of information and cultural activities from Military 

High Commission to State Department control 

 

Transfers newly created U.S. information agency as policy officer in Office of European Affairs 

 

Change in USIA Area Office Functions from initial policy only to line operation responsibilities 

 

Roberts assigned as country PAO: Yugoslavia 1960 

 

Preliminary discussion of events during Robert’s period as acting Director, European Affairs 

Office 

 

New Yugoslav press law nearly puts USIS out of business 1960 

 

Robert Designs “Balkan Solution” to circumvent press law 

 

“Pregled” USIS publication in Yugoslavia takes a bath in Danube 

 

Tito’s visit to U.S. and subsequent visit to American Embassy in Belgrade 1963 

 

Story of getting a Fulbright exchange program established between  1964 

U.S. and Yugoslavia 

 

Averell Harriman’s visit seeking Tito’s acceptance of role of mediator, Vietnam 1965 

 

Diplomat in residence 

 Brown University 1966-1967 

 Geneva 1967 

  Public Affairs advisor to U.S. ambassador at UN 

 



Roberts appointed Deputy Associate Director USIA for research and assessment 1969 

 Later becomes Associate Director 

 

Friction between Media/Area Affairs and Research officer 

 

Roberts offered position with center for Strategic International Studies, accepts and retires 


