
AMBASSADOR JOSEPH G. SULLIVAN 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in Massachusetts 

 McCarthy era 

 Cold War 

 Tufts University, Georgetown University 

 

National Institutes of Health: Health Services Officer 1967-1970 

 

Entered the Foreign Service  1970 

 Class diversity 

 Orientation and training 

 Marriage 

 

State Department: FSI: Spanish language and Latin America Training 1970-1971 

 Tlatelolco massacre 

 

Mexico City, Mexico: Consular/Political Officer 1971-1973 

 Ambassador Robert McBride 

 Visa case load 

 Serving American citizens 

 Prison visits 

 Wives’ fitness reports 

 Echeverria 

 Government 

 Environment 

 

State Department: Costa Rica Desk Officer 1973-1975 

 Robert Vesco case 

 Pepe Fugueres 

 Banana tax 

 Nicaragua kidnapping case 

 Sandinistas 

 Nicaragua earthquake 

 Somoza 

 Congressional interest 

 

State Department; FSI: Portuguese language training 1975 

 

Lisbon, Portugal: Political Officer, Internal affairs 1975-1979 

 Ambassador Frank Carlucci 

 Leftist coup 



 Communists 

 Kissinger 

 Political environment 

 Mario Soares 

 Angola  

 Spanish influence 

 Political Parties 

 Portuguese decolonization 

 USAID 

 Azores 

 Relations 

 Catholic Church 

 NATO 

 COPCON (a Portuguese military organization) 

 Cardinal of Lisbon 

 Africa  

 European Union 

 Portuguese in US 

 Living environment 

 

Yale University; Latin American Studies 1979-1980 

 Course of study 

 

State Department: Policy Planning, Central America 1980-1982 

 Reagan Administration changes 

 Luigi Einaudi 

 Nicaragua Contras 

 El Salvador  

 Cuban activities 

 Sandinistas 

 Congressional interest 

 El Salvador Elections 

 

State Department: Special Assistant to the Counselor 1982-1883 

 Counselor James Buckley 

 Counselor Ed Derwinski 

 National Endowment for Democracy 

 Operations 

  

State Department: FSI: Hebrew language training 1983-1984 

 

Netanya, Israel: Hebrew language training 1984 

 

Tel Aviv, Israel: Deputy Political Counselor, Internal politics 1984-1988 

 Elections 

 Political Parties 



 Arab-Israel Peace process 

 Israeli settlements 

 Jesse Helms 

 Israeli-Arabs 

 Ambassador Sam Lewis 

 Ambassador Thomas Pickering  

 Israel-Lebanon agreement 

 Ariel Sharon 

 Congressional visits 

 Intifada 

 Rabin 

 Government 

 Peace negotiations 

 Vice President Bush visit 

 Jonathan Pollard  

 Russian immigration 

 Israeli demographic changes 

 ConGen Jerusalem 

 Oslo Accords 

 Environment 

 

State Department: Director, Office of Central American Affairs 1988-1989 

 Contras funding 

 Sandinistas 

 US policy 

 

State Department, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Inter-American Affairs 1989-1992 

 Sandinistas and Contras 

 Nicaragua elections 

 El Salvador War 

 Freddie Cristiani 

 Jesse Helms 

 Cuba 

 Chamorro 

 US policy 

 Congressional interest 

 Nomination for Ambassador to Nicaragua process 

 US Mission to Trinidad 

 

Georgetown University: Diplomat in Residence 1993 

 

Havana, Cuba: Principal Officer, US Interests Section  1993-1996 

 Cuban-American community 

 Cuban-American National Foundation (CANF) 

 Radio Marti 

 Cuban economy 



 Communist Party 

 Environment 

 Currency 

 Shortages 

 Government 

 Relations with government 

 Mariel mass migration 

 “Maleconazo” 

 Fidel Castro 

 Raul Castro 

 Collective farms 

 Staff 

 Living conditions 

 Border controls 

 Personal relations 

 Bilateral migration agreement 

 Visas 

 Guantanamo base 

 Dissidents 

 Clinton Policy 

 Marxism 

 Surveillance 

 Exchange programs 

 Brothers to the Rescue 

 Travel restrictions 

 Oil sources 

 Hugo Chavez 

 CARITAS (Catholic Charitable Organization) 

 Congressional interest 

 

Sate Department; Special Coordinator for Haiti 1996-1997 

 Aristide 

 US troops 

 Congressional interest 

 Rene Preval 

 Black Caucus 

 US policy 

 Clinton Administration policies 

 

State Department; Co-Chairman, Israel-Lebanon Monitoring Group 1997-1998 

 Netanyahu 

 Agreement of 1996 

 Israeli Grapes of Wrath Operation 

 UN Camp Qana 

 Hezbollah 

 South Lebanese Army 



 Ehud Barak 

 Syrian representative involvement 

 Rafiq Hariri 

 

United States Ambassador to Angola 1998-2001 

 Confirmation hearings 

       Haiti 

 Peace Agreement 

       Guarantors 

 President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 

 United Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) 

 Victor Boot 

 Russian arms 

 Political Parties 

 Savimbi 

 US policy 

 Oil production 

 South Africa 

 Hostilities 

 Lusaka Peace Agreement 

 Relations 

 Humanitarian assistance 

 Foreign diplomats 

 Israel assistance 

 Environment 

 World Food program 

 Blood diamonds 

 South Africa 

 Congo 

 Laurent Kabila 

 Susan Rice 

 Marxism 

 Corruption 

 Embassy morale 

 Local employees 

 Relations with oil companies 

 Recreation 

 

United States Ambassador to Zimbabwe 2001-2004 

 Mugabe  

 Economy 

 USAID 

 Zimbabwe Democracy and Economic Recovery Act 

 Election Observers  

 Zimbabwe African National Union- Patriotic Front (ZANU PF) 

 Zimbabwe Democracy Act 



 South Africa 

 Government 

 Opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai 

 Emigration 

  Europeans 

 Property nationalization 

 Decline in agriculture 

 World Food Program 

 US sanctions 

 Mugabe loyalists 

 Joshua Nkomo 

 Land distribution policies 

 Intimidation policies 

 USAID 

 Human rights 

 Western embassies 

 Mineral resources 

 Social life 

 Currency 

 

Diplomat-in-Residence, Tulane University 2004-2006 

 Hurricane Katrina 

 Dillard and Southern Universities 

 New Orleans Public School System 

 Foreign Service recruitment 

 

State Department: Office of the Inspector General 2006-2008 

 

Retirement 2008 

 Foreign Service Inspection Teams 

 


