
HERBERT THOMPSON 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in California 

 U.S. Army, World War II 

 University of California 

 Entered Foreign Service - 1949 

 

Madrid, Spain - Rotation Officer 1949-1954 

 Franco regime 

 Protection cases 

 U.S. military interests 

 AID 

 

State Department - Iberian Desk Officer 1954-1958 

 Azores bases 

 King Carlos of Spain 

 

La Paz, Bolivia - Political Section - Chief 1958-1961 

 Environment 

 National Revolutionary Movement [NRM] 

 Anti-U.S. riots 

 Security 

 Communist influence 

 Mine gas 

 

State Department - Latin American Affairs - Deputy Director 1961-1964 

 West Coast Affairs 

 Country book project 

 Alliance for Progress 

 Castro 

 Peru 

 

National War College 1964 

 

State Department - Executive Secretary 1965-1967 

 Responsibilities and duties 

 

Buenos Aires, Argentina - Political Counselor 1967-1969 

 Peronistas 

 U.S. ambassadors 

 Falklands 

 



Panama City, Panama - Deputy Chief of Mission 1970-1973 

 Canal Zone Treaty 

 U.S. military 

 Relations 

 

Santiago, Chile - Deputy Chief of Mission 1973-1975 

 Allende ousted 

 Public strike 

 Riots 

 Charges of U.S. coup involvement 

 U.S. media 

 U.S. citizen deaths 

 Pinochet 

 

Mexico City, Mexico - Deputy Chief of Mission 1975-1978 

 President Echeverria 

 Environment 

 Communist influence 

 U.S. ambassadors 

 U.S. consulates 

 Security 

 Drugs 

 

University of Texas - Diplomat in Residence 1978-1979 

 Public speaking 

 Environment 

 

State Department - InterAmerican Affairs - Director 1980 

 

Organization of American States - U.S. Representative to Councils 1980 


