
AMBASSADOR ALEXANDER F. WATSON 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born and raised in Massachusetts 

 Harvard University, University of Wisconsin  

 Entered the Foreign Service in 1962 

 Marriage 

 

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic; Consular/Political Officer 1962-1964 

 Government 

 Environment 

 Elections 

 Visas 

 Civil War 

 US Ambassadors 

 Dominican Presidents 

 Coup 

 

Madrid, Spain; Consular Officer  1964-1966 

 Franco 

 Government 

 Environment 

 Protection cases 

 US Ambassadors 

 

State Department, INR; Briefing Notes Assembly 1966-1967 

 Operations 

 

State Department, INR; Analyst, Caribbean Nations 1967-1968 

 Panama  

 Cuba 

 Regional Political climate 

 

University of Wisconsin; Brazilian studies 1968-1969 

 Environment 

 Student body 

 Course content 

 Brazil, economy and government 

 

State Department; FSI; Portuguese language training 1969 

 

Brasilia, Brazil; Political Officer 1969-1970 

 Urban terrorism 



 Environment 

 Government 

 US military mission 

 Economy 

 Culture 

 Political reporting 

 Embassy staff 

 Political climate 

 Culture 

 Military regime 

 

Salvador da Bahia, Brazil; Principal Officer 1970-1973  

 Environment 

 Political contacts 

 Terrorism 

 Security 

 Oil 

 Industry 

 Brazilian military 

 Religion 

 Politics 

 Visas 

 

State Department; Brazil Desk Officer 1973-1975 

 El Salvador 

 Nuclear proliferation 

 Human Rights 

 Amazon highway 

 Amazon basin 

 Brazil government 

 

State Department; Special Assistant for Congressional and 1975-1977 

   Public Affairs, Economic Bureau 

 Tom Enders 

 Personnel 

 Working with Congress 

 Operations 

 Taxation of overseas Americans 

 Issues 

 

State Department: Director, Office of Development and Finance; 1977-1979 

   Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs  

 International Banks 

 US Government banking Agencies 

  Human Rights issue in foreign loans 

 Warren Christopher Committee 



 Aid organization 

 African development 

 Arab boycott 

 

La Paz, Bolivia; Deputy Chief of Mission/Chargé  1979-1981 

 US Ambassadors 

 Government 

  Bolivian Military 

 Political leader and military leaders 

 Meeting of Organization of American States (OAS) 

 Military coup led by Natusch Busch 

 Political agitation 

 Embassy security 

 US Agencies 

 Garcia Meza coup 

 Medical evacuation 

 Continued Chaos 

 Narcotics  

 Embassy personnel 

 US Military Mission 

 US influence 

 USIA 

 Family 

 Evacuations 

 

Bogotá, Colombia; Deputy Chief of Mission 1981-1984 

 Narcotics 

 Kidnappings 

 Visas 

 Political parties 

 Relations 

 Marijuana  

 Justice system 

 Security 

 US Ambassadors 

  Embassy families 

 

Brasilia, Brazil; Deputy Chief of Mission 1984-1986 

 Computers 

 Environment 

 President Jose Sarney 

 US Ambassador Diego Asencio 

 Joseph Mengele case 

 Nazis 

 Trade issues 

 Plano Cruzado 



 Economy 

 Relations with Consulates 

 Subsidiary post closings 

 VIP visitors 

 

Ambassador to Peru 1986-1989  

  Political parties 

 Government 

 Shining Path 

 Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) 

 President Alan Garcia 

 US policy goals 

 Military 

 US AID 

 Staff 

 Security 

 Narcotics 

 Embassy attacked 

 Relations 

 Economic Development 

 Fujimori 

 Expropriations 

 American firms (Enron; AIG) 

 US anti-narcotics, (DEA), Operations 

 Vargas Llosa 

 Situation on departure from post 

 

New York; Principal Deputy, U.S. Mission to the United Nations 1989-1992 

 Living arrangements 

 Personnel 

 Duties 

 UN technical assistance for elections issue 

 Nicaragua elections 

 Relations with other Missions 

 UN Budget payments 

 John Bolton 

 Arab-Israel 

 Israeli Mission 

 Issues 

 Mission organization 

 Nicaragua elections 

 El Salvador 

 OAS and Human Rights 

 Cuba 

 Panama 

 Namibia 



 Western Sahara 

 Security Council operations 

 Secretary of State Baker 

 Iraq invasion of Kuwait 

 Tom Pickering 

 Yugoslavia 

 Peacekeeping  

 Somalia 

 Narcotics 

 Gorbachev 

 Russians 

 

Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs 1993-1996 

 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 

 Nicaragua 

 Bolivia 

 The American Initiative 

 Venezuela 

 Electoral processes in Latin America 

 Summit of the Americas 

 Monetary issues 

 Border issues 

 Personalities 

 Summit participants 

 NAFTA negotiations and content 

 Military Summit 

 Special Envoy to Latin America 

 Foreign visits 

 Women’s issues 

 Civil Wars 

 Guatemala 

 Dominican Republic 

 Defendant in law case 

 Argentina 

 Visas for Argentines 

 Narcotics 

 Haiti 

 Central America Alliance for Sustainable Development 

 Panama 

 Intelligence reporting 

 Cuba 

 Cuban escapees 

 Helm-Burton Act 

 Hillary Clinton’s Latin America trip 

 Mexico 

 



Retirement 1996- 

 Comments on Career 

 Fast Track Authority 

 Administrations’ Policies 

 Nature Conservancy, Chief of Latin America Program 

 Non-Profit Organizations abroad 

 Private contractor 

 


