
JAMES ALAN WILLIAMS 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born in Wisconsin, raised in Virginia 

 Princeton University 

 Fulbright Scholarship, Munich, Germany 

 Entered the Foreign Service in 1965 

 

Ankara, Turkey: Rotation Officer/Staff Aide 1966-1968 

 Ambassador Parker Hart 

 Peace Corps 

 Kurds 

 Cyprus 

 Relations 

 Terrorism 

 Fleet visits 

 Economy 

 

State Department: Operations Center 1968-1969 

 Operations 

 

State Department: Petroleum Officer, Arabian Peninsula Affairs 1969-1970 

 ARAMCO 

 Officer personnel 

 US Embassy, Saudi Arabia 

 Persian Gulf oil 

 Yemen 

 Jeddah desalination plant 

 Office of Saline Waters 

 

State Department: Staff Aide to Undersecretary John Irwin 1970-1972 

 Personnel 

 Office Environment 

 Secretary of State Rogers 

 Operations 

 Henry Kissinger 

 Relations with NSC 

 Family 

 Chile 

 

State Department: FSI: Greek language training 1972-1973 

 

Nicosia, Cyprus: Political Officer 1973-1975 



 Relations 

 Reporting 

 Political Parties 

 EOKA and EOKA-Beta 

 Civil War 

 Makarios/Grivas rivalry 

 Security 

 Greek Junta 

 Greek political developments 

 Greek/Cypriot relations 

 Nikos Sampson 

 Recognition issue 

 Ambassador Rodger Davies 

 United Nations Special Representative 

 Greek/Turkish troop rotations 

 Archbishop Makarios 

 Enosis 

 Dimitriou brothers 

 Local press reporting 

 Coup  

 London-Zurich Accords 

 Turkish invasion 

 Turkish enclave 

 Partial evacuation 

 Cease fire 

 UNFICYP 

 US policy 

 Refugees 

 Clerides 

 Embassy attacked 

 Ambassador Davies and local employee killed 

 Family 

 Canadian troops 

 Ambassador Dean Brown 

 Ambassador Bill Crawford 

 

Bonn, Germany: Economic/Political Officer 1975-1979 

 Energy 

 International Energy Agency (IEA) 

 Ambassador Hillenbrand 

 Internal Political Affairs (FRP) 

 VIP visitors 

 Reporting 

 Nazi criminals 

 Helmut Schmidt 

 Political parties 



 Terrorism 

 Embassy organization 

 President Carter visit 

 

State Department: Cyprus Desk Officer 1979 

 Cyprus Embassy 

 

State Department: Turkey Desk Officer 1979-1982 

 Terrorism 

 Suleyman Demirel 

 Turkish military coup 

 US view of coup 

 US Economic and military assistance 

 Protection of Turks from terrorism 

 Turk-Greek aid levels 

 US Ambassadors to Turkey 

 

National War College 1982-1983 

 Overseas tour 

 

State Department: Office of United Nations Political Affairs 1983-1985 

 Jeane Kirkpatrick 

 Operations 

 Coordination with regional bureaus 

 UNESCO 

 Major issues 

 NATO consultations 

 Personnel 

 Voting Practices Report 

 President Reagan 

 Relations with White House 

 

Berlin, Germany: Political Advisor 1986-1990 

 Relations with Embassy Bonn 

 Environment 

 US Army role 

 Relations with Allies 

 Quadripartite Agreement 

 Mission organization 

 Allied Kommandatura 

 La Belle disco bombing 

 Terrorism 

 Berlin politics 

 National Green Party 

 US Embassy in East Germany 

 Major Nicholson tragedy 



 Embassy/Military relationship 

 Berlin Wall 

 East Germans in Czechoslovakia 

 Germans flee East Berlin 

 Soviet Missions 

 Relations with Soviets 

 President Reagan’s “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall” 

 Berlin restrictions relaxation 

 Dismantling Berlin Wall 

 Ambassador Vernon Walters 

 Operations 

 Budget issues 

 

Athens, Greece: Deputy Chief of Mission/Chargé d’affaires 1990-1994 

 Ambassador Michael Sotirhos 

 Defense and Economic Cooperation Agreement (DECA) 

 Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis 

 President Karamanlis 

 Operations 

 Terrorism 

 Security 

 Environment 

 PLO 

 US bases phased out 

 Cyprus 

 President Bush visit 

 Greek/Turk relations 

 Ambassador Tom Niles 

 Ambassador’s residence 

 

State Department: Board of Examiners 1994 

 

State Department: Ambassador, Special Coordinator for Cyprus 1994-1996 

 Personnel 

 Operations 

 Greek-Turk meetings in London 

 Greek/Cypriot negotiators 

 Presidential Envoy for Cyprus, Richard Beattie 

 Richard Holbrooke 

 European Union interest 

 Clerides/Denktash New York meetings 

 Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 

 Ambassador Albright 

 

State Department: Director, Office of Career Development and Assignments 1996-1999 

 Organization 



 Computerization 

 Operations 

 Voicemail 

 Director General 

 

National War College: Deputy Commander & International Affairs Advisor 1999-2002 

 Operations 

 National Defense University 

 Course of study 

 Evaluation 


