
AMBASSADOR JOHNNY YOUNG 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Background 

 Born in Savannah, Georgia; raised in Savannah, Philadelphia, PA and 

     Wilmington, DE. 

 Ku Klux Klan 

 Schooling 

 Black gospel tradition 

 Segregation 

 Living environment 

 Temple University 

 Marriage 

 American University of Beirut Conference 

 Entered the Foreign Service in 1967  

 

Tananarive, Madagascar; Budget and Fiscal Officer 1967-1969 

 Loss of classified pouch 

 Political situation 

 Relations 

 Environment 

 Ethnic groups 

 

State Department; FSI; Administration/French language training 1969-1970 

 

Conakry, Guinea; General Services Officer 1970-1972 

 Environment 

 French 

 Ambassador Bud Sherer 

 Government 

 President Sekou Toure 

 Attempted coup 

 Arrest 

 Soviets 

 Lebanese assistant 

 Reporting 

 Ethnic tribes 

 Family 

 

Nairobi, Kenya; Supervisory General Services Officer 1972-1974 

 Environment 

 Meeting of IMF and World Bank 

 US Ambassadors 

 Government 



 Jomo Kenyatta 

 

Doha, Qatar; Administrative Officer and DCM 1974- 1977 

 Creating an embassy from scratch 

 Environment 

 Economy 

 Staffing the Embassy 

 Communications 

 Local development 

 Local staff 

 Ambassador Paganelli 

 Students to American universities 

 Qatar foreign relations 

 OPEC 

 Iran 

 Al-Thani ruling family 

 

Georgetown, Barbados; Administrative Officer 1977-1979 

 Grenada 

 British royal family visits 

 Environment 

 

State Department; Office of Personnel Management 1979-1981 

 Housing  

 Health issues 

 Assignment problems 

 Family 

 

State Department; Executive Director, Office of Inspector General 1981-1983 

 Officer selection process 

 Duties of office 

 Bidding for assignments 

 

Amman, Jordan; Counselor for Administration 1983-1985 

 Relations 

 King Hussein 

 Personnel problems 

 US Ambassadors 

 Security issues 

 New embassy building 

 Environment 

 Comments on embassy officers 

 

The Hague, Netherlands; Counselor for Administration 1985-1988 

 Cruise Missile deployment issue 

 Ambassador Jerry Bremer 



 Security 

 Terrorist alert 

 Consulate Rotterdam closed 

 Environment 

 US Ambassadors 

 

Senior Seminar 1988-1989 

 Course content 

 US study tour 

 Catholic Church 

 

U.S Ambassador to Sierra Leone 1989-1992 

 Elections 

 Rutite production 

 Stability 

 Family 

 South Carolina relationship 

 Environment 

 Invasion of Liberia 

 Charles Taylor 

 Evacuation from Liberia 

 Relations 

 Economy 

 Kuwait  

 Lack of US assistance 

 Peace Corps 

 Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS)  

 Coalition 

 Visit of JCS Chief of Staff Colin Powell 

 Washington view on intervention 

 Marine Amphibious Ready Group (MARG)    

 Rebels enter Sierra Leone 

 Embassy evacuation to Senegal 

 Working with the new government 

 

State Department; Director of Career Development and Assignments 1992-1994 

 Filling the posts 

 Recruitment of minorities 

 Sexual harassment 

 Senior Personnel 

 Political intervention in assignments 

 

US Ambassador to Togo 1994-1997 

 Relations 

 President Gnassingbe Eyadema 

 Environment 



 French 

 US interests 

 Government 

 Security 

 Lawlessness 

 Military 

 US Public Affairs Program 

 

US Ambassador to Bahrain 1997-2001 

 Environment 

 US Naval presence (COMIDEASTFOR 

 Regional territorial disputes 

 Al Khalifa family 

 US military aircraft 

 Visit of Madeleine Albright  

 Bahrain and Iraq war 

 Defense department visits 

 Death of Sheik Isa 

 Government 

 Emir’s visit to USA 

 Regional security 

 9/11 World Trade Center attack 

 Elections 

 Shia and Iran 

 Diplomatic courier death in plane crash 

 

US Ambassador to Slovenia 2001-2004 

 Confirmation hearing 

 Swearing in ceremony 

 Return of or compensation for confiscated US property 

 Intellectual property 

 NATO membership 

 Economy 

 Pharmaceuticals 

 Traffic in persons 

 European Union candidacy 

 Relations with neighbors 

 Religion 

 Iraq War issues 

 US treatment of allies 

 Public Relations programs 

 

State Department; Office of the Inspector General 2004-2005 

 Iraq Mission staff study 

 Inspections 

 



Retirement 2005 

 


