“Russia poses an immediate threat to the free and
open international system.... The PRC, by contrast,

_is the only competitor with both the intent to reshape
the international order and, increasingly, the economic,
diplomatic, military, and technological power to
advance that objective.”

R I S I N G T H R E A T S : | National Security Strategy, 2022

In the twenty-first century, competition for global power and influence has
increased. Wars in Eastern Europe and the Middle East risk destabilizing
already fragile regions. In response, American diplomats have worked on
strengthening alliances to manage change, defuse tensions, and coordinate '
negotiations and crises.

As China has expanded its influence, the Biden administration has declared it to
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be America’s “most consequential geopolitical challenge.” The United States,

Star Hy (center) receives the Cross Award.
while continuing to work through political and diplomatic channels, has reduced

its technological, financial, industrial, and military contacts with China, all while | Star Hy

strengthening ties with allies, especially India and Australia. , L .
During the 2021 Afghanistan evacuation,

Diplomatic Security Service Special Agent
Star Hy and her fellow Foreign Service
personnel evacuated over 1,400 Americans
and Afghans to the Kabul Airport.

Nostalgic for the Soviet Union's power and status, Russia has increased its presence

several invasions of Ukraine. The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv initially evacuated Hy worked:in both asectirity and consulic

role, controlling the crowd and processing

L travel documents. As the Taliban advanced,
advance U.S. interests. Hy ensured the security of classified
documents and weaponry, destroying papers
and disabling armored cars.
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region have continued, adding to the dozens of American diplomats killed since 1o Esforeten Rilie Y. Cross Avand

the 1970s. In 2018, the United States withdrew from the landmark Iran nuclear for her efforts.

agreement (JCPOA) and reinstated sanctions against Iran. In 2021, amid the
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in Africa and the Middle East, deployed cyber warfare against foes, and launched L
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after the 2022 invasion but quickly returned to work to support Ukraine and

Threats in the Middle East continue to challenge diplomats. Terrorist attacks in the

withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan, diplomats closed the U.S. Embassy
in Kabul and evacuated Afghan allies. The Hamas attack on Israel and subsequent

—_—

Israel-Hamas War have once again forced American diplomats to make quick and

consequential decisions in the face of rising conflict.
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Burundian refugees adjust to life in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Conflicts
and global climate change have spurred new
waves of international migration, creating
new challenges for diplomats.
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Secretary Antony Blinken tours Irpin, Ukraine, with the Deputy
Mayor of Irpin and members of Ukrainian law enforcement on
September 8, 2022.

Ambassador Chris Stevens (left) at
work, In 2012 terrorists attacked the
U.S. Special Mission in Benghazi,
causing the deaths of Stevens, Foreign
Service Information Management
Officer Sean Patrick Smith, and two
Navy SEALS.

Secretary John Kerry (far left
side) and Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohamad Javad Zarif (far right
side) discuss the JCPOA (the
Iranian nuclear agreement) with
other diplomats in 2015. President
Donald Trump later withdrew the
United States from the treaty.

CireergiShimersioch vm



G L O B AL SES SR,

M U LT Els AslSEER A
A Gy REEN

5, v Command

Ambassador Andrew Young (left) meets with allies in September
4 i . 2020 during a visit to Semalia, Djibouti, Chad, and Niger.
omplex global problems require multilateral responses and solutions.

During the 2010s and 2020s, the American diplomatic community
collaborated with partners and allies to tackle multiple global challenges. ANDREW YOUNG

. . Foreign Service Officer Andrew Young, former
When a 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, the U.S. b ite b Bilkia s senieias L
Africa Command (AFRICOM) Deputy to the
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Agency for International Development (USAID) joined other governments and Conmisndoe kit Clori Milinry Bt weatent (e

nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in deploying a Disaster Assistance (RN military command's highest civilian rank from
. 2020 to 2023.
Response Team (DART), its largest ever
) As part of his duties, Young coordinated
4 “I think of it as diplomacy planting at 545 people, to search for survivors multilateral solutions among the Department of
rE | . ; nd ide h tari id Defense, the State Department, USAID, and
‘_‘ A a seed,... development is watering dnd providge numanitarian aia. ' African governments to encourage democracy,
| that seed. .. and [the ] security piece k. . d - d 523 I ! development, and antiterrorism.
[is } coming behind— safeguarding € coronavirus pandemic demande His strategy emphasized diplomacy to help
. , . a global response. After manv countries navigate terrorist attacks, Ebola outbreaks, peace
. that which we're trying to grow & P y negotiations in Mali, and other challenges.

together with our African partners.” closed their borders, American
i Al Vit diplomats mobilized to bring home

M U.S. citizens stranded abroad and

% arranged transportation in remote areas. As vaccines became available, USAID

% joined the World Health Organization’s COVID Vaccines Global Access

program to help distribute them worldwide.

In January 2021, the Biden administration renewed America’s commitment to
the groundbreaking Paris Climate Agreement, originally signed in 2015. The
United States joined 194 other parties that pledged to limit global warming, and
President Joe Biden appointed former Secretary John Kerry as the first U.S.

President Donald Trump shakes hands with Supreme Leader Kim
i $ % B il Un in 2019 during their third ting to di North Ko
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate. i s . . R e

Diplomats have also intensified work with allies, official counterparts, and civil
society partners and contacts to promote individual rights, liberty, consent of

the governed, and equality under law to states around the world.

Diplomatic staff from U.S. Embassy
Podgorica coordinate the return home
of U.S. citizens from Montenegro at the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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President Barack Obama joins Cuban President Raiil Castro in

"% 2016 at an exhibition baseball game following renewed .S ~-Cuban
diplomatic relations after 54 years.
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President Donald Trump (head of
the table) and Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo host a multilateral
discussion about supporting “the
democratic aspirations of the
Venezuelan people™ at the United
Nations on September 25, 2019.

USAID DART members from Fairfax County, Virginia, survey
rubble after the 2010 Haitian earthquake. Similar teams responded to
natural and humanitarian disasters in South Sudan, Ethiopia, Nepal,
Ukraine, and Turkey.




DIPLOMATS WORK
TODAY & TOMORROW
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resources, domestic and foreign politics, and technologies.

In 2023, State Department funding amounted to 0.6% of the total federal

budget, compared with 13.2% for the Department of Defense. The State '
Department and USAID had to effectively deploy those funds to carry out

Assistant Secretary of State
for Consular Affairs Michele
Bond hands a passport to a
child at the U.S. Embassy in
Djibouti in 2015. Providing
travel documents to American
citizens and refugees fleeing
Wwar zones is an important
aspect of diplomats’ work.

their missions, which included supporting the Ukrainian people, combating
COVID, HIV/AIDS, and climate change, advancing U.S. leadership in
cyberspace, investing in institution building, bilateral, regional, and global
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negotiations and strategic cooperation, as well as providing humanitarian

relief as needed.

Foreign Service careers include difficult and sometimes dangerous work,
plus the challenges of balancing two-career families, separation from family
and friends, and service in dangerous regions. Institutional challenges include
understaffing, frequent turnover, and insufficient investment in professional
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diplomatic formation, education, and training, all challenges for current and

future institutional leaders. el

|. provide technical support

during a broadcast of
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Twentieth century “successes” have contributed to dramatic new twenty-first S
century challenges for national diplomacy and the international diplomatic )

Assistant Secretary of State for
Public Affairs Michael Hammer
(2012—2013) responds to
#AskMike questions. Individual
diplomats, along with the State
Department and embassies, have
taken to social media platforms
to promote diplomatic initiatives.

order. Today, distinctions between foreign and domestic policies increasingly
blur. Trade agreements, immigration and migration, investment, health, i
environment, technology, and cybersecurity are as much domestic as foreign
policy issues. In 2021, Secretary Blinken encouraged senior diplomats to

travel within the United States to better understand domestic perspectives and :
to advise businesses and state governments on dealing with foreign entities. 5
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On February 24, 2023, the
Orientation Class, which
now includes both Foreign
Service Officers and
Specialists, was sworn in
at the Department of State.
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