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Q: Well, Mary Lee, when and where were you born?

GARRISON: | was born at the U.S. Army hospital at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania in
1951.

Q: Tell me something about your father’s side of your family.

GARRISON: Okay, mine was a mixed family. My father’s side is old Southern
Protestant, WASP as they come. His father had been in real estate in the 1920s, relatively
well off, lived in Lexington, Kentucky, was in a position to send my father to private
university. However, my father wasn’t in the mood at that time to take good advantage of
it and bounced through at least five different colleges, starting with the University of
Kentucky. Ended up in the military during World War 11 as an enlisted man when they
were looking for officers and realized he’d had the equivalent of ROTC training. He
ended up being told he was going to be a Thompson Act officer. Served in France, my
understanding is he was on Omaha Beach, which is where he ended up badly wounded,
losing one lung and causing physical problems that eventually led to his death from
pneumonia in the 1960s. But as a result of the injury he met my mother, who is from, she
was a first-generation U.S. Polish Roman Catholic from the New York Metro area who
got her nursing degree from Bellevue and then enlisted in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps
before it was amalgamated into the army, when it was a separate unit. And she served in
Britain and in France during World War I1. She met my father when he was a patient of
hers in a hospital in Britain. She said, “The story goes that one night she heard this God-
awful sound from the far end of the ward and when she went down to check it out there
was this mass under the covers snoring mightily, and she said, ‘Licutenant, are you all
right?”” And he sort of peeked his head out, “Oh, yeah, I’m fine,” groggily. But the
relationship continued from there, with some tension since she was a captain and he was
a lieutenant. But they were married after the war and | arrived about a year after they
were married.

Q: Well then, where’d you grow up?

GARRISON: I grew up in North Plainfield, about 25 miles out of midtown Manhattan.
My grandmother had immigrated there from New York City after she came over from
Poland in the early part of the 1900s. She had been an institutional cook in Poland and
saw no future there, so she packed up with a good friend and the two girls got on a ship
and came to the States. My grandmother ended up working as a cook in New York City.
Family legend has it that when she worked for the Bloomingdales they wanted to set her
up in a business in New York, but she instead got married, moved out to New Jersey,
scraped the money together to buy a combination rental apartments, family apartment and
grocery store, and ran that until the 1950s. And that’s where I grew up.

Q: This is in New Jersey?

GARRISON: In New Jersey.



Q: What about your grandmother’s husband?

GARRISON: He died in the 1940s. He was also Polish. She was from the area around
L’viv, he was from the area around Bialystok. I really don’t know much of anything
about him, other than that he supposedly was a bootlegger, well he was the delivery
system for a bootlegger during Prohibition and lived kind of hard and fast. From the
death certificate that | finally unearthed for him in the public records several years ago, it
appears he was a cook by profession as well.

Q: So many people come out of Poland, they say, Poland, it’s either Polish-Jewish or
Polish-Polish. Which was

GARRISON: Polish-Polish. Roman Catholic Polish.
Q: How Polish, as an environment, did you grow up in?

GARRISON: I grew up in a Polish household. My father was pretty badly disabled from
his wounds and also from his experiences during World War 1l and really wasn’t a part of
the family. Shortly after | was born they moved into one of the rental apartments in my
grandmother’s house and he struggled with what would be called PTSD now, post-
traumatic stress disorder and never really conquered it. So, the household I grew up in
was all women. It was my grandmother, my mother, myself, my younger sister. My
maternal uncle lived downstairs in one of the apartments with his wife but because he
was a bartender and worked nights we rarely saw him.

Q: What was the language?

GARRISON: It was a mix. My grandmother and mother spoke Polish with each other,
my grandmother having had my mother attend Polish language schools in New York City
when she was young, and she taught us to cook, curse and pray, basically and 1 still do.
But she was determined that we would not speak with an accent. My mother worked very
hard to rid herself of a Polish accent, and it was a time when immigrants wanted their
children to Americanize, to blend, to meld. We still kept all the traditions. In fact, the
priest for the local Polish parish in Plainfield, New Jersey, which was then still rather
industrial, was a regular visitor to the house, for the Christmas blessing of the house.
Actually, it was around the feast of the Three Kings. Every Easter there was a full spread
that got the visit from the priest for the blessing. There were not close ties to family
members in Eastern Europe but there was still somewhat regular communication. Other
members of my grandmother’s family, all of my grandparents, came from families of 12,
so there were plenty of conduits.

Q: Was it a large Polish community where you
GARRISON: No, there were a lot of second and third generation Polish assimilated

families but it wasn’t the strong ethnic community that you would find in an urban area
like Baltimore or New York. It really was the folks who made good and had moved out.



Q: So it wasn 't really a blue-collar area or not?

GARRISON: Where | lived was a mix. | would call it mostly blue-collar but there were
other parts of the town that were very definitely white collar, and Plainfield, while it was
industrial, had a very white-collar segment. You were right on the commuter line into
New York.

Q: How about around you? What sort of a mix was it?

GARRISON: There was a very definite Catholic, non-Catholic break. The area where |
lived did not have a particularly large Jewish population. It was a lot of Italian ethnic,
Some Irish and mixed Slavic, Poles, Czechs, as time moved on Hungarian DPs
(Displaced Persons), as they were referred to, from 1956, and the typical Jersey mix,
except for the absence of a large Jewish population in the area.

Q: Well having the name Garrison sort of kept you off to one side, did it, in a way? Other
people they could tell by what your name was, who you belonged to.

GARRISON: Exactly. With as Anglo a name as that, it wasn’t immediately obvious, until
you took one look at my face and then you said, “Hmmm, probably Slavic.”

Q: What about in the household? What was it like growing up in that household?

GARRISON: It was very unusual being in a single parent headed household in a Catholic
school and a Catholic neighborhood in the 1950s. That set you apart more than anything
else, particularly since my father developed severe alcohol problems as a result of the
stress and my parents were divorced in 1957, | believe. We had close ties with my
father’s family but not having a father in the household and not being widowed, my
mother was in a very unusual position. She was working as a nurse. She managed, she
worked for General Motors in one of their subsidiaries for probably 30 years but she
worked the night shift, which meant she was available during the day for the usual kid
activities, Girl Scouts and delivering us to school, picking us up. Having my grandmother
in the household also made that possible because my grandmother took over the mother
role. She did all the cooking and the cleaning but it was the sort of arrangement where
you didn’t think about girls getting married and going off and being mommies. You
thought about doing what you wanted to do. My mother was someone who believed very
much in the value of books and she would, even if circumstances were a bit straitened,
she would always find money for books. Not necessarily clothes or other things, but that
was always there. We were a block from the library and encouraged from the time we
could toddle to go up there and read.

Q: What kind of books, let’s say by elementary school, what kind of books grabbed you?

GARRISON: Biographies are what got me started and from biographies moved into
history, a passion that’s stayed with me through my entire life and literature. You get into



the, you back into it as a child with things like the comic book versions of the classics,
and then you start reading the classics. And the more you read elegantly written prose,
the more addictive it becomes.

Q: You get involved with the Nancy Drew books and all that?

GARRISON: I did but I was not that taken by them. I guess | came to them a little too
late. By the time | started looking at them | was kind of past them. But they did spark a
continuing passion for mystery stories, particularly with female protagonists.

Q: Yeah, | know for so many of the woman officers I talk to, Nancy Drew being sort of
the source of an independent young woman really struck a spark with a lot of people who
later moved on

GARRISON: They were fun but I had that at home so it didn’t have perhaps the same
effect on me.

Q: Did you have brothers, sisters?
GARRISON: I had one younger sister.

Q: You get in much around the dinner table, discussion about books or what was going
on in the world?

GARRISON: World politics, absolutely. Books, yes, if it was something we’d all read
but because of the ties to Eastern Europe through my grandmother and her family and
because my mother had served in the army there was always a discussion, particularly
through the early 1960s, of what was happening in the world. And if Father Guyevski
came to dinner, that broadened the discussion even more. If my aunt and uncle, who were
actually my mother’s cousins, came in from Westchester, politics was always on the table
and always part of the discussion.

Q: Where did your family fit in the political spectrum?

GARRISON: My grandmother was an unreconstructed, love FDR (Franklin Delano
Roosevelt) Democrat. My mother leaned Republican. She was more of the Nixonian sort,
which made it really interesting by the time we got to My Lai and John Calley.

Q: This was in Vietnam, massacres there.

GARRISON: Exactly, my father’s family were very much Southern Democrats and the
interesting spark for a lot of the discussions with that side of the family was, of course,
race. | have a very clear memory of going by train when my father was still with us to
visit his family in Kentucky and toddling, I couldn’t have been more than seven and
probably less than that, into the colored waiting room and being told, “No, no, you don’t
go in there. That’s not for you.” Segregation had a very strong impact on me.



Q: How about the Garrison family connection? How strong was that and how did you
keep that up?

GARRISON: My mother made a real effort to ensure that we kept in touch with my
grandfather, my grandmother had died in 1958, | think it was, and also with the members
of the extended family. My father’s brother had two boys who are five and ten years
younger than | am, and we continue in touch to this day. His first wife, now deceased,
was religious about keeping in touch with holiday cards and birthday cards and gifts and
visits. When | was in college | went to spend Thanksgiving with my aunt and uncle and
my grandfather came up at one point for a Shriners convention in New York City at the
same time as the World Fair, so he stayed with us for a while and then we took him out to
the New York World’s Fair. There was regular contact which again was very unusual but
because of the peculiar circumstances of the split. Neither of them really wanted to split.
It was simply my father’s inability to deal with the demons that led to them divorcing for,
I would call it almost fiscal reasons. She needed to be able to protect her income and us
from whatever might befall him.

Q: What about, you mentioned the priest often, what was your impression of the role of
the Catholic Church in your upbringing but also where was, as you saw it, through the
priest and the church, where did it stand? There are Catholic churches and Catholic
churches.

GARRISON: All over the place.

Q: Was this the old style Catholic Church of the law being handed down, thou shalt not
go to this movie or read that book or was it different?

GARRISON: It was interesting because | had three different perspectives on the Catholic
Church by the time I got out of high school. I was in Catholic schools from kindergarten
on, through Jesuit university and the parish that we attended in North Plainfield was very
much the old school, old fashioned didactic church which my mother, interestingly
enough, found very comfortable. She was one of these people who followed the rules.
Perfect for the army. She believed that the Legion of Decency had the last say on movies,
a point of view | did not share from the time | was about 12 on. For instance, Lawrence of
Arabia was on the banned list because of the reference to homosexuality in the one scene.
I will give my mother this, when 1 really balked about not seeing that, insisted that there
was enough value there, | was a young teenager then but she let me go. She realized at a
certain point that you can train and you can direct but they’re going to make their own
decisions so rather than have me sneak she said, “Okay. You can go. Your sister’s too
young. She’s not going.” Her church was very much old school and very didactic. In fact,
the priest refused to say a mass for my father when he died or even acknowledge his
passing because he was a Protestant and this would have been 1963 or thereabouts.

Q: It’s incredible, really, when you think about it but that’s the era.



GARRISON: The Polish priest who was really more my grandmother’s confessor than
our parish had a different outlook, because he was dealing with a population whose
interests were really focused on what was happening in Eastern Europe. They either had
managed to get out or were still in contact with family over there, and he was a bit more
flexible, except on the subject of communism. The anti-communist propaganda was
always in the house and always strong. You could not imagine saying anything good
about what was happening at that point. And then the parish that we moved to when | was
in high school was a more typically suburban Catholic non-ethnic parish. Still a certain
amount of didacticism but also, by this point you’re in the late 1960s, an awareness that
the Church had to change. It was the post-Vatican Il Church. You got folk masses and a
beginning of social awareness but the social awareness for me came from the murders of
Goodman, Schwerner and Chaney, and Viola Liuzzo in Mississippi. The Freedom Riders
stuck in my mind. | became active with the National Council of Christians and Jews
when | was about 15.

Q: Well, let’s go through elementary school first. Run by nuns?
GARRISON: Yes, Religious Sisters of Mercy.
Q: How nunnish was

GARRISON: Very. It was sort of the standard Catholic school in the 1950s. You had a
lay fifth grade teacher and a lay third grade teacher and all the rest of the teachers were
nuns. And like most little girls in second grade 1 think | decided I wanted to be a nun, and
by third grade | had gone past that stage. There were some marvelous teachers and there
were some truly atrocious. My sister, who was two years behind me, has a different take
on a couple of the nuns that I felt were pretty decent but then she and | come from very
different points. I was never a tomboy, never would be accused of that but I’'m a
passionate baseball fan. I heard my first World Series when | was nine weeks old, sitting
on my father’s lap and it stuck.

Q: Who was your team?
GARRISON: Dodgers. I still bleed Dodger blue.
Q: Should go back to Ebbets Field.

GARRISON: It would be lovely but I’ve made my peace with the Mets. As long as it’s a
National League team. I’ve never accepted the idea of pitchers not hitting. It was a very
strong religious upbringing. | admit to being a very lapsed Catholic but I have to give the
nuns this. They instilled the concept that there are things that are right and things that are
not, and that there should be consequences for actions, both good and bad. That you live
in a society, that you’re not an isolated individual and you have to find a way to interact
with that society that causes the least harm and does the most good, and if a church does
nothing more than that I think it’s accomplished its job.



Q: We're still talking about your childhood. You didn 't rebel against the Church?

GARRISON: I broke with the Church much later. I did the whole choir and folk group
mass thing through high school but by the end of high school I was beginning to think
this was not a belief system with which | was completely comfortable and by the early
1970s the stance that the Church had taken on birth control | found unacceptable. Their
unwillingness to look beyond lip service to using the Church’s resources for poverty
relief and finally the issue that tore it for me was abortion.

Q: Only because it’s such an issue today, but were you aware of any problems with
priests and choir
boys?

GARRISON: Abuse? No. It wasn’t something that we noted at the time. There were
regular visits in high school from the parish priest, because | went to a parish high school,
not one of the massive diocesan high schools. So, there was regular interaction. But
nothing, looking back at it, that would have suggested inappropriate relationships. There
is one priest | remember from grammar school where they came in, intermittently as best
I can remember, who might have been the sort who would have been involved in a
relationship but there’s nothing | can point to and nothing specific.

Q: This is a very spotty thing. It certainly wasn’t the norm.

GARRISON: That’s right and it certainly wouldn’t have been anything anybody talked
about because the shame factor in that kind of conformist Catholic area would have been
so strong that even had it happened nobody would have said anything. | can remember
the uproar that ensued when the parents of my fourth-grade classmates decided that one
nun was just too tough. I had no problems with her. She was academically rigorous but
she was hard on kids who didn’t study and who she felt weren’t working up to their
potential, and it affected enough of the class that the parents got together and went to the
principal, and said, “Something’s got to give and it ain’t going to be us.” That was the
kind of heretical rebellion that you just didn’t often see at the time.

Q: Well then, how would you describe yourself? Say you weren’t a tomboy but were you
GARRISON: Bookish.
Q: A bookish goody kid or a loner or what?

GARRISON: I was more a loner. Extremely bookish. Bit overweight. Not really at all
interested in sports at that point. Had a small group of friends but not really in any clique.
The town divided into East End and West End and | lived in the middle. So, | was in the
older section that didn’t fit. The town had gone through quite a bit of development after
World War Il and you got modern split-level ranches built on either end and you had a
small core of the older part of town that was more transient residential and a lot more
business. My grandmother’s store closed in 1955 but the building was still zoned for



three family housing and a commercial operation. At the end of the block was the main
commercial strip that went through the western part of the town, and you were two blocks
from the main drag through the center of town. So, it wasn’t a suburban looking area, it
was a little more urban in feel. Not urban in the sense of Baltimore docks but urban in the
sense of parts of northwest Washington.

Q: Well then did you, while you were in elementary school, were there any subjects you
particularly cared for, were good in, other ones you weren’t?

GARRISON: Less interest in science although not negligible but really strong interest in
math, in history and in geography and secondarily in literature.

Q: Were you an observer of news, the paper, TV, as a kid?

GARRISON: Absolutely, I drank it in, as much as I could get. I still have very vivid
memories of watching the news during the Congo crisis. There was always a newspaper
in our family.

Q: This was around 1960.

GARRISON: 1960, exactly. And there was always not just the local paper, which we got
during the week but on Sundays there was the New York Times and the New York Daily
News for the funnies and the sports page. That was always a part of it. My mother would
allow watching TV at dinnertime if you were watching the news. I’ve been watching
Meet the Press on Sunday mornings for as long as | can remember. That was always part
of the discussion and part of the way the world went. Watching the Nixon-Kennedy
debates was something that you did. Of course, you do that. How can you participate in
an election if you don’t know what the candidates are saying and what it means?

Q: You were ten years old or nine years old, but how did the sort of the Kennedy
phenomenon hit you and your family?

GARRISON: My grandmother thought Kennedy was great. My mother was taken by the
idea of having a Catholic president but appalled by most of what he was proposing. She
was not a Kennedy supporter. She was a Nixon supporter. The school was head over
heels that a Catholic could be president and that was a very big deal in the Catholic
community then.

Q: Was Jacqueline Kennedy a sort of a model for the girls or not?
GARRISON: For many of them, yes. | was never impressed. | do remember watching her
television show on the renovations of the White House and thinking how stunning the

restoration work was, how nice to have that history there.

Q: Well then, where’d you go to high school?
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GARRISON: I went to a small, strictly college prep, parish high school in Westfield,
New Jersey.

Q: What’s the difference between a parish and a diocesan high school?

GARRISON: Where the money comes from. The diocesan high schools tend to be one
for a large area, funded by contributions from the entire diocese and reasonably
competitive to get into. The school where | went was started in the 1930s as a parish
endeavor to provide secondary education for the Westfield neighborhood Catholics, and
then it started accepting students from outside on a competitive exam basis by the early
1950s. It’s now closed, unfortunately, because it’s very hard to run a high school with the
decline in the number of religious staff available to work as teachers, and with very small
class sizes. My graduating class was 69 people.

Q: Who ran it?

GARRISON: That was the Sisters of Charity who did the administrative work. It was
technically under the administration of a monsignor who ran Holy Trinity parish in
Westfield, New Jersey but the Sisters of Charity provided the administrative staff and the
teaching staff for both the grammar school and the high school. We had a mix of lay and
religious teachers. Probably at the time | would say we had a 50/50 mix to slightly less
than half religious but that changed rapidly.

Q: All girls?

GARRISON: No, which is one of the main reasons | went! There was an all-girls
Catholic high school run by the Sisters of Mercy, who had taught at my grammar school,
in the neighborhood. I did not want to go to an all-girl school. I was in an all women
environment at home and | wanted the challenge of competing intellectually with all
comers. So, the main reason | chose Holy Trinity was that it was a coed high school.

Q: You find this a different, as something to get adjusted to or not?

GARRISON: Not really, because my grammar school, of course, had not been single sex.
It was coed and that’s why transitioning to single sex at that point did not make sense for
me. There are a lot of advantages to single sex high schools and single sex colleges. My
husband went to a Catholic and then a public single sex high school and for him it was
the best thing in the world but for me | needed the goose of taking on the best that was
out there.

Q: Again, it was a smaller high school. You get involved in extracurricular activities?
GARRISON: Lots, yes. Classic tennis ball, as well rounded as | could get, except for

sports. | was involved with student government, a bit, active with the newspaper but more
particularly with the literary publication, still involved in Girl Scouts through my first

11



year, sang with both the church choir and with the glee club. That was really my love.
Got involved in debate and in public speaking. As | mentioned, outside of the school
environment | was also working with National Council of Christians and Jews (NCCJ).

Q: This was during the mid-Sixties?
GARRISON: Mid to late Sixties, 1965 to 1969.
Q: That’s of course the height of both civil rights and Vietnam.

GARRISON: Height of civil rights movement, moving into the start of the antiwar
movement.

Q: First place, were there blacks in your area or not?

GARRISON: In Plainfield, which was really a matter of blocks away from where | lived
in North Plainfield, there was a large black community and indeed when Dr. Martin
Luther King was shot there was rioting in Plainfield. 1t was literally three blocks from
where | was living. So, yes, there was a black community. In Westfield, where | was then
going to school, there was no black community. The black community consisted of two
blocks of a street called Cacciola Place. If there were two dozen families | would be
surprised but that was the entirety of the black population there. But we were within a
half an hour’s drive of Newark and one of the things that I became involved in through
the NCCJ was working with the elderly in Hispanic sections of Newark, Portuguese
sections of Newark, and some of the old ethnic neighborhoods. And the issues for some
of these families were very much the same issues for the black population in Newark.
Supermarkets that sold tainted food or out of date products affected both groups equally.
It affected my mother rather uncomfortably when I joined a picket line, picketing A&P
because of their practices. I guess | was 17 at the time and she was afraid she was going
to lose her job if anybody saw the license tags on her car being involved anywhere near
this protest.

Q: Back in Poland, the Poles were not renowned for being particularly sympathetic to
any other ethnic group, particularly against the Jews. How did that translate to the
Polish community, the small Polish community you were in?

GARRISON: Anti-Semitism in that Polish community could be very, very strong. There
was always a clear distinction drawn in my family between Poles and Jews. Someone
who claimed to be from Poland but was Jewish wasn’t considered really Polish, whether
it was Jerzy Kosinski, the writer or whether it was Roman Polansky or whether it was
somebody down the block. There was at the same time, however, tremendous sympathy
for the World War Il survivors. There was a family that moved into the neighborhood
where | grew up, probably early 1960s, who were both concentration camp survivors, and
there was a tenderness towards them from the World War 1l generation that was striking,
at the same time as they could make a comment about not dealing with a particular
Jewish merchant or some other equally stereotypical anti-Semitic remark. There was a
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schizophrenia about it. But the same thing held for black people with my father’s family.
There were “our blacks” who were good and then there were all those rabble-rousers and
trouble makers, outsiders.

| got to give my mother this. She stood up to my father’s father when at the World’s Fair
he refused to get on a tram if it was driven by someone of color, and he used a word that |
will not use. And my mother just looked at him and said, “Well, James, you can just
stand there because the girls and I are getting on.” Later she handled the fact | was dating
a black guy for a while with certain amount of aplomb, much to the dismay of her brother
and sister in law. But she was capable, particularly in her later years, of some really nasty
sort of anti-Semitic remarks but there was almost a disconnect between the remarks and
her behavior, which was much more even-handed.

Q: As you say, it’s in general and in particular. In particular one can be very open
minded and in general not.

GARRISON: But it’s also, | think, reflective of the schizophrenia of the time.
Q: Did you have after schoolwork or summer work?

GARRISON: I did, both. I waited tables in an Italian pizza parlor cum restaurant for a
while in high school. Before that I’d worked in a laundry and dry-cleaning operation. I
was making change, handling self-serve dry cleaning operation that was right across the
street from our house. I’d worked in the local public library for a number of years. But
the least enjoyable of that was working in the restaurant, and I swore | would do
anything, and | meant anything, before | would wait tables again.

Q: What was the problem?

GARRISON: I simply did not like the work. The physical burden of waiting tables is
something you don’t really think about until you’re on your feet literally for an eight hour
stretch, and the constant interaction with people who were not all civilized in their
behavior gets wearing after a while. But afterward | worked behind the candy counter in
the local theater, which was dealing with the same sorts of idiots, and even worse on
kiddie matinees, but it didn’t bother me as much. Just a different sort of interchange.

Q: Good training to be a consular officer.

GARRISON: Oh, it was. It was definitely good for that.

Q: Well then, what were you looking at? You were going to be graduating when, around

GARRISON: | graduated in June of 1969.

Q: How about Vietnam? How was that playing with you?
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GARRISON: It was evolving. By the time | graduated, | certainly had respect for the two
guys from our class who decided that they were going to enlist rather than take their
chances but I thought the war was very definitely wrong, and when | got on campus at
Georgetown it was, of course, just as the antiwar movement was hitting Washington in a
big way, with the moratoria and the various protest marches. We had debates in high
school about Vietnam, what the U.S. position should be, whether we should have been in
there and this goes back probably to my, certainly my sophomore year in 1966 and
probably even to 1965. | remember one set of debates in particular and I’m trying to
remember whose class it was. I’m reasonably sure this would have been spring of 1965
that this debate took place, which is actually fairly early on to be talking about it but |
guess being that close to New York, too, the ferment from Columbia wasn’t confined just
to the campus. It really did spread more broadly. The Berkeley Free Speech Movement
had its echoes, but not the way influences from the city (New York City) did. I guess in
some ways it was just a much more political time.

Q: Well I think everybody was much more engaged. Did, while you were in high school,
did sort of the opening up of the sexual revolution hit it at all?

GARRISON: Not really while I was in high school. Well, there was a certain amount of it
but, of course, the edict had come out in Humanae vitae that use of birth control by
Roman Catholics was absolutely forbidden which put a limit on how much of a sexual
revolution you were going to see among good Catholic girls.

Q: Were boys and girls going out to movies and things like that at that time?

GARRISON: Yeah, it was the classic dating environment. You went to the movies, the
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) dances, the school dances.

The school dances were a very big thing. You’d follow some of the battle of the bands.
We were close to the Jersey shore. So, you’d go to the beach. You’d go to a concert in
Atlantic City at the Steel Pier. I saw Janis Joplin and the James Cotton Blues Bank on the
Steel Pier as a high school student.

Q: Isn’t there a big orchestra place on the Jersey

GARRISON: There is now but that didn’t exist then. No, that’s post-Springsteen. Garden
State Arts Arena I think it’s called now. No, it was more locations like the Steel Pier or
you’d go into the city. It was nothing to go into the city to go to a club or to go to hear
somebody play. Go to Town Hall in the city for some of the concerts or go down to the
Village.

Q: Did you see plays and things like that?

GARRISON: Absolutely.

Q: They were within financial reach?
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GARRISON: They were easily within financial reach. At that point you could get a same
day ticket for a lesser play, not with the main cast often, but say something like Tom
Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead for $3.50. My mother had loved the
theater. She started taking us to the Paper Mill Playhouse in Milburn and then into the
city when we were old enough to stay awake. | saw Sound of Music in the city when |
couldn’t have been more than 10 and it sparked a love in both my sister and me for the
theater that we’ve never lost but, yeah, the stack of playbills that I still have is about five
and a half, six inches high from plays that we saw when we were in high school.

The world felt like it was coming to an end in some ways. You had all of the ferment on
campuses. You had the beginnings of the hey-day, if you will, of the antiwar movement
and the change from the civil rights struggle as movement to civil rights struggle as
institutional battleground, moving from sit-ins to class action suits. So, it was a very
interesting time to be hitting a college campus.

Q: Where did you go?
GARRISON: I went to Georgetown.
Q: What was Georgetown like in those days? Was it coed?

GARRISON: It was coed at least nominally. Obviously, the nursing school had been
primarily women all along. The College of Arts and Sciences took 50 women as an
entering class for the first time in 1969. The Foreign Service School had been nominally
coed. It had been taking roughly 25 women a year since the 1950s but I think there may
have been 30 in our entering class. These are out of classes of roughly 250. And the
business school had a small number of women. The language and linguistics program
was probably slightly more female than male but I honestly don’t remember the exact
ratio. But in terms of the campus, yeah, it was still very much a men’s college.

Q: Where’d you come from, now?

GARRISON: I came from Jersey, from a small Catholic college prep school. Out of our
graduating class of 69, | think probably 65 of us went on to college. It was a coed high
school, so coming into a predominantly male but coed environment wasn’t a change for
me.

Q: How Catholic was Georgetown at the time?

GARRISON: It had a very strong Catholic presence, ranging from the externally
conservative to Richard McSorley, who was in residence on campus. Teach-ins on
Vietnam were common. So were Latin masses, still. But the curriculum required two
semesters of theology and two semesters of philosophy for all entering Foreign Service
and liberal arts students, so you got a dose of Catholicism at least in that context. The
theology department was not exclusively Catholic, by any stretch. There were a number
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of priests among the professors in various disciplines: history, linguistics, can’t think of
anybody in the economics department offhand. My Latin class was the province of a
priest who later went on to head one of the Jesuit colleges in Connecticut. So, there were
priests in abundance. If you needed a confessor you could find one. And if you just
needed a friend they were available for that as well. | became quite close to Father Daniel
Powers, who had been involved in Georgetown’s radio and outreach programs since the
1950s. While he was far more conservative than | was, he became quite an influence on
me. His political involvement was something that was striking in a Jesuit, and underlined,
I guess, the sense of the need to be politically involved. Whether you were on the right or
on the left you couldn’t be passive.

Q: On the political side, where were you when you came in? How would you put yourself
vis-a-vis the zeitgeist of Georgetown?

GARRISON: I would have been considered a liberal on the Georgetown campus. |
probably would have fallen into the moderate to left spectrum objectively. The place
where | found myself comfortable was in the then extant extreme left wing of the
Republican Party, the Clifford Case, John Lindsay before he flipped, Republican Party,
which had a strong presence in New Jersey at the time, from Jacob Javits on through.
Probably somewhat more liberal than that would paint me objectively but rather more
uncomfortable with the degree of make the government make it better spending that I saw
from the left-center of the Democratic Party. But our focus was really on the antiwar
movement and in that sense, | was actively involved.

Q: When you say actively involved, what does that mean?

GARRISON: Some organizational work with the campus protests, participation in the
moratoria, in the marches, in the massive protest in October-November of 1969 that
resulted in the candles on the Treasury Department fence. | was not a member of Students
for Democratic Society (SDS) by any stretch. Well, as the radicals go, they were
conservative radicals. They weren’t the Weathermen. But it was definitely left wing and
the SDS group on campus was very small and very fringy. It was a very politically
attuned campus. It always had been. This was just a couple of years after President
Clinton graduated from Georgetown. The reason a lot of students from the Northeast
came to Georgetown was because it was in Washington and because you could see the
political process up close and dirty.

Q: How did you find being a woman on the Georgetown campus was at that time?

GARRISON: It was kind of fun because you were enough of a novelty that it made it
easier to get to know people and you sort of stuck out. It perhaps gave you more ability to
talk to some of the professors because they remembered seeing you in a large lecture
class. The women’s dorm was an interesting situation because so many of the students
were nursing students. It was really focused on their needs and activities. It could make it
a little bit difficult if you were studying when your roommate had just finished her
organic chem finals, and she and her friends wanted to let off steam. That was a little bit
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challenging but being in the city made it very, very attractive. You were not confined to
campus, even though at the time we had parietal rules. We had to be in by a certain hour
during the week, and we had to be in by 2:00 a.m. on the weekends. And there were
prohibitions on public displays of affection. If you happened to be seeing someone, one
quick good night kiss was about the extent of it. So, there was still that very conservative
streak.

Q: Did you go for the shrubs? I mean that’s what I used to do.

GARRISON: Well that was before you got anywhere near the front door. But we had
passed from the point where women were prohibited to wear slacks to take exams, even
in the freezing cold. So, ferment had hit Georgetown’s campus but it was still, it was still
a protective environment for women.

Q: Well did you find, sort of looking back on it, one of the theories advanced that all
women’s schools such as Smith and others is that women are not hit by males sort of
taking over and showing off. I'm talking about class and all that. Did you find this or
were you enough of a minority that you kind of could stick your hand up and, how did
that work?

GARRISON: We had a number of fairly young professors who didn’t have the blinders,
perhaps, that some of the old guard did with regard to seeing female hands up. But the
classes, except for a couple of large lectures, were small enough that it functioned more
as a seminar and yeah, you could usually get a word in edgewise unless you were the
quiet and shy type, which I’'m not. And | relished the competition, the intellectual
interchange, with folks who were very, very bright and very articulate. That’s why I came
down.

Q: What about the Washington scene, close and dirty? Any particular experiences that
you had?

GARRISON: Standing outside of the House and Senate chambers to listen to the debates
on Vietnam was something that I think most of us who were at all politically active did at
one point or another. Later in the process, | was still living in Washington, | remember
standing with a friend in the freezing cold at President Johnson’s bier when he was lying
in state in the rotunda. That was obviously after graduation but it was that sort of
proximity. It was also the interplay of local issues. The question of whether or not to
build a bridge across the Potomac at Three Sisters Islands was a very touchy issue on
campus and one that focused a lot of attention and a lot of student protests because of the
potential environmental damage.

Q: What about minorities at Georgetown at the time?

GARRISON: There was a minority presence. Certainly not as large as it is now. There
wasn’t a concerted push, as far as I could tell, to recruit minorities. There were some
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programs for DC residents that gave some help financially in affording a very expensive
school. But in terms of major programs, not terribly visible.

Q: Did you get involved in any work outside the university?

GARRISON: Actually, I worked for the university in their payroll department from my
sophomore through my senior year. | worked off campus a little bit, actually very briefly,
between my freshman and sophomore year but then went back up to Jersey. So, no, my
freshman year | was strictly studying and after that | worked for the university.

Q: What were your courses? Which ones particularly interested you and what were you
preparing yourself for?

GARRISON: I had figured out that the only way | was going to manage to combine a
love for math with a love for politics was something like economics. | believe that when |
entered | was listed as an international economics major. I considered switching to
straight economics and ended up not doing it but I took a heavy course concentration in
economics, in statistics and in econometrics. Also courses in trade theory, in particular as
it affected raw materials prices and goods like coffee, cocoa, commaodities across the
board. But for fun I spent a lot of time in the English and language departments. Some of
my most enjoyable classes were with a particular professor of English literature who did
comparisons of Dante and T.S. Eliot. He had a tremendous store of knowledge about the
works of both. He did not particularly discuss anti-Semitism in Eliot which I gather is
now the rage.

Q: It’s part of the spirit of the time, in a way, the dark side of something.

GARRISON: You were more likely to discuss Ezra Pound’s pro-Nazi sympathies than
you were to talk about Eliot’s anti-Semitism but that was one of the most intellectually
challenging courses | had there and one of the most enjoyable. It was particularly using
Ciardi’s translation of the Dante, which is extensively footnoted. One of the best histories
of medieval thought that you could have encountered.

Q: Did you take the course that

GARRISON: Quigley? No. Because | was international economics | took a class from
Bruce Duncombe, who later joined the Foreign Service. It was very weird. When | was in
the African economic policy shop to be briefing my former professor before he went out
to Ivory Coast.

Q: Inyour economics field, there was a time when economics in the academic world
became very theoretical and almost useless for the practitioner. How was it when you
were doing this?

GARRISON: It was edging in that direction. That’s one of the reasons that I never
seriously considered getting a PhD in economics because it was edging towards the
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purely theoretical and purely mathematical, and I saw the nonsense that that produced
with the government, political science courses using input-output matrices to predict
behavior. And the one thing you keep coming down to is the best test of a predictive
model is how accurately it predicts, not what you put in it. And ifit’s your grandmother’s
corns aching on a particular day that accurately predicts the weather, then it works but
scientifically it’s crap.

Q: There seems to be a problem that’s crept into the academic world and it’s one of the
themes to pursue and I try to ask people who have gone through the academic experience
how they saw it at the time.

GARRISON: You need to understand the math to be able to understand the structure of
the economy and the interactions. But there’s a limit to how far the math can take you.
Serving in Zaire, now the Congo, was the best example of that | could have had. One of
the first things | encountered when | joined the State Department though was during a
brief time on the Vietnam desk over Christmas of 1973 was looking at a beautifully
wrought model that had come out of the Department of Defense (DOD) by one of their
folks, I guess doing a PhD thesis, modeling the Vietnamese economy that included no
factor to predict inflation. What was the point?

Q: Did the Foreign Service cross your radar?

GARRISON: Absolutely. That’s why I went to Georgetown. By that point I’d pretty
much decided that what | wanted to do was join the Foreign Service. It fit well with my
family history of international involvement and the strong Southern tilt towards public
service. So, the likelihood of my joining the military was nil. Both my parents had been
army officers. Both were retired before | was born, my mother by a mere two days, but
that life was not appealing to me. The structure and the rigidity just were not what a child
of the 1960s was looking for, and the Foreign Service seemed to be the only logical
choice for me to pursue the interest that | had. International business would have been a
second choice, but clearly a second choice.

Q: What were you getting, were you rubbing noses with real Foreign Service people?

GARRISON: To a certain degree, yes. The School of Foreign Service at Georgetown did
have a program of bringing in speakers regularly from the diplomatic community, both
U.S. diplomats and the resident Washington diplomatic community, and you always had
access to political speakers on the Georgetown campus of all sorts and all interests. So,
yes, there was an interaction there that I wouldn’t call mentoring or close but you had the
opportunity to hear people say what they did and talk about what life was like.

Q: How about the feminist movement? How was this going?

GARRISON: Ah, yes. This was a very large part of my life, from marshalling at rallies in
Bryant Square in New York in August, 1970 through I’d have to call it now harassing the
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new dean of the Foreign Service School at Georgetown about when they were going to
admit more women.

Q: Who was that?

GARRISON: That was Peter Crowe. At the reception for him, his introduction to the
Foreign Service community, three of the women from our entering class walked up to
him and said, “Hi. Now what are you going to do about getting more women in here? The
ratio is atrocious.”

Q: What was the reply?

GARRISON: “Um, um well, it’s something we’ll be looking at.” I’m pleased to note,
however, that now the Foreign Service School of Georgetown is usually if not 50 per cent
female within a couple of percentage points either above or below.

Q: Was anybody giving you warning bells about the Foreign Service and being married?
Being a woman

GARRISON: Being a woman in the Foreign Service, being married. No, not really. |
don’t remember anything from the period. Actually, not until I joined the Foreign
Service. | suppose | knew about the issue of worldwide availability but my assumption
was that anyone | married would have to be willing to travel with me.

Q: How much, with yourself and others in the School of Foreign Service, | imagine the
School of Nursing had quite different goals. How much was marriage a goal or not?

GARRISON: You know, it wasn’t something we talked about. We were talking politics,
we weren’t talking marriage. And for the women in the nursing school, it was much more
on the agenda, on the horizon. Not that people were looking for an Mrs. Degree but,
yeah, it wouldn’t be at all unusual to be getting married right after graduation. My
freshman roommate, one of my closest friends now, still, from school, she and | went to
high school together, we eased each other’s transition into Georgetown. She married a
guy she met freshman year. They were happily married until his death a year and a half
ago. That was a common trajectory for women out of the nursing school. | was trying to
think back to the last reunion I went to. Probably half of the women from the Foreign
Service School were married but I haven’t kept in particularly close touch. It wasn’t high
on the list, and you understood that if you were going into a serious career, marriage
might not be an option. We would have liked to have had it all but

Q: You graduated when?
GARRISON: °73.

Q: By that time we had pretty well disengaged from Vietnam.
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GARRISON: Well, yeah, nominally. The troops were out but our mind was still there.
Q: Was the draft still on?

GARRISON: No, the draft, my age cohort was the last one to sweat out the draft and the
lottery period.

Q: I'm told that once the lottery got going, that took a lot of steam out of many people’s
feelings, because they were no longer that engaged.

GARRISON: Well, if you got a low lottery number you still were but it changed the
dynamics somewhat. The pressure continued through the time | was in Saigon. The
question of continuing U.S. aid to the Vietnamese government was every bit as hotly
debated as the actual U.S. on the ground presence. Even though we were nominally
disengaged you still had a huge operation out at (MACV?), on the road between the
airport, between Tan Son Nhut airport and Saigon proper.

Q: Was it May or June, the Kent State business, protested National Guard shooting
people at Kent State, what happened

GARRISON: That would have been May of 1970, if | remember correctly, and the
reaction on campuses was one of horror and towering rage that it was allowed to happen
in the United States, that a nominally peaceful protest was broken up by gunfire from
your own people. There were, if you will, sympathy protests afterward, much smaller,
obviously. There was a nationwide protest organized after Kent State that, if I’m thinking
of the progression properly, resulted in a disruption of the campus, not because of
protests on campus but because of protests in Washington that spilled over into campus
life, if I’m thinking of the right protest. It’s sometimes hard to keep them straight for the
period. We ended up not being able to take some finals because tear gas had wafted into
the first floor of the library, where some of the language classes were held, as a result of
protests that were in Georgetown, down by Key Bridge, elsewhere in Washington that
sort of spread up to the campus. The campus in some ways was a haven for protesters and
demonstrators because the DC police were kept on the outside of the wall, literally.

Q: Well did you find Georgetown active at all, the way | understand Berkeley, where you
had a lot of, well protesters, essentially beatniks, people who were not, | mean young
people who really weren't affiliated with the school but drifting on the campus. Was this

GARRISON: To a much lesser degree and Georgetown was much more conservative
obviously than either Columbia or Berkeley. It had a strongly politicized group but it also
had a very strong party tradition. It was still at the stage when Playboy in their rankings
would say, ranking of drinking schools, would just asterisk Georgetown and say, “We
can’t rate these guys. They’re pros.” It was part of campus life and, of course, in DC at
that point, the drinking age was 18 for beer and wine. So, yeah, you had a very liquid
weekend on campus.
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Q: So, 1973, whither?
GARRISON: | joined the Foreign Service in October of 1973.

Q: You'd taken the exam when?

GARRISON: I took the exam in December of 1972. | took the oral on Valentine’s Day of
1973.

Q: How did that go?

GARRISON: It actually went surprisingly well. | was, of course, petrified, nervous. This
was the old three-on-one oral, not the assessment center’s, obviously and because they
had your background the questions were more targeted. The one | remember most
clearly, they’re two, actually, I remember very clearly. We’d just devalued again as part
of Nixon’s attempt to strengthen the dollar and the question was how did we get
ourselves into a situation where we’ve had to devalue twice in a period of less than a year
or a year, I don’t remember the time frame, which was a setup. If you were seriously
studying economics that question should have been, a hit it out of the park question. And
the other one was start at Tierra del Fuego and work your way up to Alaska and tell me
what form of government each of the countries has and talk a little bit about it. And at the
time you could say military dictatorship for just about all of Latin America and be right
on target. You just had to remember the handful that weren’t. Fortunately, by the time |
got up to Brazil one of the examiners said, “Oh come on, she knows this, let’s just move
on.”

Q: One of the people who later was ambassador in Central America said, “These are
guys with big mustaches and big hats and lots of military uniforms.” Did they ask
questions about what would happen if you got married or that sort of thing?

GARRISON: I don’t recall it, no.
Q: That was towards the end of the whole discrimination against women.

GARRISON: Well, the more obvious discrimination. | do recall a discussion of
worldwide availability, after | was told that | had passed. But as to specific marriage
plans, no. In fact, it really didn’t come up until I was in the A-100 course (the course for
new Foreign Service Officers) and the gentleman | was seeing at the time proposed, and |
turned him down but | said something to the course organizer about nearly having to cope
with assigning a married female officer instead of three single ones.

Q: Okay, you came in in October of 1973. Talk a little about the basic officer course, the
A-100 course. The composition, as you saw it and the spirit of it.

GARRISON: It was a remarkably collegial group. It was not terribly, it was not cut throat
competitive. There were a number of younger officers, including one of my classmates
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from Georgetown, who came out of the economics program in the College of Arts and
Sciences. | was the youngest, save one, in the class. One guy from Princeton was about
six weeks younger than | was. But we ranged in age from just turned 22 through mid-
forties and we had a mix of | guess it was three Mustang officers and probably five
minority officers. There were four women in the class, of whom I’m the only one who’s
now retired. The other three are still active, one is Civil Service. It was an interesting
mix. It certainly put the lie to the white, East Coast establishment picture of the Foreign
Service. The competitiveness showed up in odd places. We were up in the Catoctins, |
think it was, for an off-site, and in the football games, the guys really started to preen and
to show the “I can do better than you can” effects. But there was a certain amount of it in
some of the exercises, the nuclear disarmament, cooperate or get bombed out of business,
exercise. But you always got the feeling that people were just playing a role. Somebody
was trying to be the instigator or the devil’s advocate. There are a few things that stand
out like that from the A-100 course. A lot of it seemed more focused on managing the
bureaucracy than anything else.

Q: Well I think, there’s an awful lot of time spent trying to let you understand what the
environment is, particularly in Washington. Who does what and all that.

GARRISON: Tour of the Ops Center (State Department Operations Center), things like
that. An awful lot of time spent on things like travel regulations and how to handle travel
vouchers.

Q: There really isn’t an awful lot of time devoted to what you’d call intellectual
discussions on whither American foreign policy or anything.

GARRISON: None that | remember at all, to be quite frank.

Q: When you came in there, everybody has an idea about what they want to do or go to.
You have any thoughts on what you wanted to

GARRISON: My academic interest had been Latin America and | really wanted to do
economic work in Latin America. How I ended up with my first assignment did show the
subtle biases still in play in the Department, as much age as gender. At that point not
every junior officer was going immediately to a consular assignment. There were a
number of “substantive” jobs out there. Of the four women, two of us were economic
officers, one was an admin officer, one was consular officer. Ann got an assignment that
was split, one year in Quito doing consular work and one year in Guayaquil doing a
consular/econ job at the consulate. Among the guys, I don’t remember how many of the
econ officers got consular jobs. I think one at most got a strictly consular job. They were,
for the most part, either econ/consular or a couple of straight econ jobs but in places like
then Dahomey, now Benin. My list of places | would really like to serve was pretty
broad, and my bid list included Kabul, Afghanistan; Tabriz, Iran; and a couple Latin
American posts and none of them went through. And since we were getting close to
graduation day for the class, I’d bid one job in Saigon. It wasn’t a consular job. The A-
100 coordinator and the assignments officer said, “Look, we got to put you in something.
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We don’t expect that you’ll ever go to this job because it’s way out of cycle. We’re going
to put you in French training, not Vietnamese language training but we’re going to assign
you to a consular job in Saigon opening up in June or July of 1974 and this was the tail
end of November of 1973. And I said, “Okay, fine, no biggie.” What did | know? Went
into French language training. April 1*t got a phone call that said, “Can you move up your
departure to May?”” And so | went to Saigon.

Q: So you were in Saigon from when ‘til when?
GARRISON: | was there from beginning of June of 1974 until the 29" of April, 1975.
Q: The date sort of sticks in your mind.

GARRISON: Yeah, doesn’t it? Well, you don’t expect to leave your first post via
chopper to the fleet.

Q: When you got there in June of 74, what was the situation, from your perspective and
what you were getting from your colleagues.

GARRISON: Well they had just changed the tour from an 18-month to a two-year tour
and I was told, “Expect to serve out your two-year tour. Everything’s hunky-dory here.
The resistance is slowing down. The Vietnamese army is showing itself capable of at
least maintaining the situation and the flow in the consular section has slowed to the point
where we can probably loan you to the economic section, if they’re interested, for a
couple of hours each week.” Little did we know.

Q: That’s when you arrived. Where were you billeted?

GARRISON: My first apartment was on the road out towards the airport. I can’t
remember the exact address but | was moved into permanent quarters right across from
the Grall Hospital, heading down towards the river, so right in the center of town.

Q: Where’d you work?

GARRISON: In the consular annex.

Q: Who was your consul general?

GARRISON: Walter Burke.

Q: Was his wife there?

GARRISON: Gabriella? Yes. | could not have asked for a better first boss than Walter
Burke.

Q: Walter Burke was quite a character.
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GARRISON: Yes, he was a real gentleman. And his daughter was slightly older than |
was, which made for an interesting dynamic because he had a very protective, fatherly
instinct towards me. At the same time, | was an officer and | had a job to do.

Q: I speak as a former consul general in Saigon so I'm asking, what was the consulate
general like? How was it set up at that time?

GARRISON: The consul general and his secretary were at the far back end of the suite,
and then you had, we were down to two visa officers at that point. So you had two visa
officers on the entry end, and then in a corridor, working their way down, you had the
citizenship and services officer and the shipping and seamen officer and his Vietnamese
staffer across the hall from him. And the isolation of the shipping and seamen guy was
indicative of his mindset as well as the unique nature of his job. We had a bullpen of
Vietnamese staff working both the immigrant and the nonimmigrant visa (NIV) side who
divided us from the waiting room, and then the two officers had the very back.

Q: Let’s talk about the work first. What type of applicant were we getting, beginning,
when you first got there?

GARRISON: You got the full mix. You got legitimate students, including one of my
former college suitemates. She was going for her MD at Georgetown after graduating,
and she came through the office after coming home to visit her family. Much to the
delight of the Viethamese women on the staff she and | had a big hug reunion right in the
bullpen, because we hadn’t seen each other in, at that point, probably two years. You had
some of the resident Indian community. Wasn’t huge but some of them starting to get
twitchy and looking to get out. We got a lot of fiancés, nominal fiancés, there was a
whole lot of fraud, of course, in that area. We had a number of children left behind for a
variety of reasons, and we had a lot of what I call family reunification.

Folks who’d met someone while they were in Vietnam either working for a contractor or
with the military who went home, realized that life wasn’t as much fun without this
person and came back. The number of guys who’d gone to work for contractors simply to
find the woman they’d left behind was stunning. The sad part was how many of them had
one and two and sometimes three divorces for physical and mental cruelty that came
across your desk when they made an application to take the current bride home. That
could be very, very sad.

Q: Did you get into the protection and welfare side of things?
GARRISON: Only when | drew duty. That was handled separately. The same guy who
did seamen also did protection and welfare. Basically Mr. B, his Vietnamese assistant,

did that.

Q: How’d you find the Foreign Service National staff?
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GARRISON: Ranging from superb to not quite so, but nice, hardworking, willing to
work and at some personal cost. I can’t say enough about the quality and the dedication
of the women, in particular, who worked the visa side. | exchanged some rather sharp
words with someone from the Ops Center who had the temerity during the last days to
call and assert that these folks who were trying very hard to look after the welfare of their
own families, were out there taking bribes and all that was blocking his in-laws from
getting on a plane to come to the States. There certainly may have been but it would have
been hard to do in a waiting room as crowded as that one was with no time really to
breathe and with the obvious vigilance that there was. You never had a moment of
privacy where you could transact something like that.

Q: How well were you plugged in to the other, you might say the junior officer corps at
the embassy?

GARRISON: We bonded very quickly. We’d either been in language together or had run
across each other as members of incoming classes. The junior officer in the admin section
was from my same A-100 course. The junior Budget & Fiscal (B&F) guy was in the class
afterwards. One of the two junior officers (JO) in the political section was out of the same
group of classes. There was a JO in the commercial section, not the economic section,
who was a little bit more of an outsider but, again, from roughly the same group. We
knew each other from beforehand so we did bond together. Our interests differed. Most
of those guys had families.

Q: Families were there at the time?

GARRISON: Families were there at the time, yes, spouses and children both, until quite
late along.

Q: What was the feeling about the ambassador when you got there, Graham Martin?
GARRISON: When we got there? He was generally respected.

Q: Were you at all plugged in to getting reports from the field, the officers out at the
various consulate generals?

GARRISON: I became plugged into that because of an unusual circumstance. About six
weeks after I got out Vietnam I got a letter from someone I’d been seeing somewhat
casually in the States before | left, another Foreign Service Officer.

Q: Who was the gentleman?

GARRISON: Bob Mosher.

Q: I interviewed Bob.

GARRISON: Have you? Good.
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Q: He lives right up the road.

GARRISON: Yes, he does. Bob proposed and we tried to work the assignments process
so that we could at least be a little closer than the Delta and Saigon. This is one of those
places where anti-female bias did show up because there was an econ position available
in Bien Hoa and | could have moved up to take that job, and Bob could have come in
behind me in the consular section but after interviewing with Charlie Lahiguera the
decision was made: no; that for the same reason the commercial officer had turned down
my help when offered at the time we thought that | would have a couple of hours a week
to do something other than straight consular work. His assertion was that the Chinese
business community wouldn’t deal with a woman. And despite the fact that Terry Tull
had been successful in the field; Theresa Tull had been quite successful in the field, the
assumption was that a young female simply would not be able to do the job outside of the
capital. So, Bob went down to the Delta and I stayed in Saigon doing consular work.

Q: So, what were you getting, not just from Bob but from others, because often there’s a
junior officer network. No place is this more evident than in Vietnam.

GARRISON: Right. Well, with Dave Adamson up in Nha Trang and Bob and Dave
Sciacchitano and a guy from my A-100 course, Dave Whitten, down in the Delta, you got
a different view of things. When I’d go down to visit Bob, we’d all pile in somebody’s
jeep and go wandering out in the hinterland. Dave Whitten was a fluent Vietnamese
speaker, the rest of us weren’t but I was such a novelty that it would draw people in
certain instances. Really funny, we were going with one of the Agency for International
Development (AID) officers out to lunch at a little restaurant out in the Delta and | was
sitting in the front seat sort of leaning out the window, and we were on one of these little
rutted back roads and you got reaction from the local women as we were going by, the
sort of startled: “My God, an American woman!” That plus Jay Dehmlow was also one of
the junior officers there, who’s well over six feet tall and had red hair at the time, his
visibility just made us magnets for the curious.

Q: What were you hearing about the Delta the time you were there?

GARRISON: That people wanted the whole thing to go away, just leave us alone and let
us grow our rice. Bob Mosher came from Missouri and he likened it to as, if you’ll
pardon the phrase, shit kickin’ farmers just about anywhere who just want to be left
alone. There was that feeling of “Can’t you guys sort this out and just leave us in peace?”
There were a number of bridges in the Delta that had never been blown up. They were the
backbone of the rice trade route and that gave you an idea of what the priorities were. If
you went to certain others of the Delta, like My Tho, there was a lot more political
ferment around the Buddhist temples there than there was in the farming communities
further south and further out. You could travel safely down to Phu Quoc. It was almost as
if you had two economies going on, one, center-north that was focused on the war and
one in the south that was focused on everyday life.

27



Q: First place, did you have any problem going around Saigon?

GARRISON: Other than the normal concerns of safety in a big city, no, no. Working in
the consular section | realized | had to get some Vietnamese language capability, so |
started taking classes at lunchtime and just working with the Vietnamese staff who would
correct your intonation and help you with sentence format. So, | did develop a little bit of
the at least market Vietnamese and the “When’d you meet him? How’d you get to know
him? Where does he live in the States?” sort of Vietnamese to be able to do basic
interviewing. So that | could tell a pedicab driver where | wanted to go. | could go into
the market, and | had friends outside of the embassy community in the sense they were
unofficial Americans with Sisters Catirae with Catholic Relief Services who was doing a
lot of work with the orphan community. I was the “kids officer”, anything under 21, so
you had regular contact with the adoption agencies, had met friends through some of the
AID officers whose Vietnamese wives | became friendly with and through them with
other Vietnamese women who had ties to the Americans but were not part of the official
community. So, you got out a little bit more and it made traveling around the city a little
bit easier.

Q: Were you having a problem that | experienced regarding adoptions? They had an old
French law that carried over so essentially if you're trying to adopt a child and the two
parents were Caucasian and the child was Vietnamese the president had to waiver the
damned thing. So this, of course, stopped an awful lot of stuff.

GARRISON: That had been overcome by the time we got there. Adoptions were a land
office business. Friends of the Children of Vietnam had been set up by Rosemary Taylor.
That was set up for the purpose of moving children out of Vietnam into safer areas where
they would have a better life growing up, i.e. adopting them into the West. Hope
Children’s Services which had been active in Korea with inter-country adoptions was
very much a presence in Vietnam, and Catholic Relief was doing a lot of work with inter-
country adoptions. It’s my own particular private theory on this but I saw an awful of
adoptions that suggested that the husband knew he left someone behind and decided that
this was a way to make things right. You also saw a lot of well-meaning people who
simply had no clue what they were getting themselves into and looked on consular
officers trying to make sure that they understood what was happening as someone simply
trying to block them from doing good.

One particular case where the local French physician had examined the child and said
that the boy had degenerative muscular problems that had resulted in lameness that would
eventually cripple him. The adoptive parents had been told that the child had a stiff knee
and | declined to issue the visa until I was sure that the parents were aware of the severity
of the medical problem. The doctor could have been wrong but we didn’t have any way,
we had nothing but that. And the folks from Friends of Children of Vietnam put the kid
on a plane anyway. Violation of U.S. law, nearly got Pan Am fined for it, sent the kid

anyway.

Q: When you arrived there there was no feeling of panic | take it?
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GARRISON: No, none whatsoever. You were expecting a nice, safe, simple,
straightforward tour in something that was a war zone. When | was in temporary housing
on the road out towards Bien Hoa you could go out on the terrace of the apartment
building at night and watch the firefight in Ben Cat. It was that close but it was also eons
and eons away. It was a very schizophrenic sort of place to be at that time. There’s this
world where people are talking about buying Asian antiquities and shipping things back
in their household effects at the same time you have a war going on literally a stone’s
throw from you. You couldn’t drive to the Delta at night. You could drive during the day
but certainly not at night.

Q: Could you get down to, drive down to Vung Tau and all?

GARRISON: Yes, in fact, we did go up to Vung Tau at one point and thoroughly enjoyed
it but, again, you were not safe on the roads at night.

Q: How about congressional, you get a lot of congressional interest in adoptions?

GARRISON: Yes, a tremendous amount. Less in the adoptions, although that was there,
more in the family reunifications and those were some heartbreakers, where you would
get someone in the States who thought they had a loving wife waiting to come to them
and who had sent money and tickets, and she never did quite manage to get herself on
that plane. And she’d, of course, say the embassy was holding up the visa. We were
convenient that way. And it was very hard to say, “Look, she doesn’t want to come.”

One instance, one of the few times I got really angry with one of our Vietnamese staff
members and indeed we had to do a little investigating. There was a, it was one of these
cases, and | drafted a letter to go to the family letting him know in the nicest terms what
was going on and the letter never reappeared, slipped down behind something in
someone’s desk and wasn’t until several months later when we got another letter from
this guy saying, “What’s going on?” I said, “Wait a minute. Where’s the letter I drafted?”
Realizing that I hadn’t signed it, knowing that I drafted it, and she found it. We never
found any indication that she had purposely hidden it but that’s the sort of thing that
contributed to the unfortunate negative impression that people sometimes had of the
embassy holding up the process. At the time we were getting a lot of bad press,
particularly in Stars and Stripes, the military newspaper, the Pacific version, was
circulated all through the area.

One particularly egregious case that did get congressional interest upset me enough that
finally I put pen to paper to do a letter to the editor of Stars and Stripes which | never did
send but this is how it went: “Dear Sir: After your recent articles concerning the
departure of relatives of U.S. citizens from Vietnam, especially your article of April 3"
about the wife of a Missourian, | feel compelled to write this letter. While | doubt that
you will print it as it doesn’t fit with an apparent policy of presenting the Saigon embassy
and especially the consular section in the worst possible light, in the interest of accuracy
and as a matter of personal and professional pride it must be written. Your article states
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that Mr. F has been trying for two years to get his wife and son to the States and implies
that the delay has been caused by U.S. red tape. Mr. F’s son was issued a U.S. passport in
August 1973, shortly after his birth. The petition to grant Mrs. F immigrant status was
approved by the embassy at approximately the same time and she and her husband were
provided with a letter of introduction to the appropriate Vietnamese ministry to assist
them in obtaining a passport and exit visa for her and her son. After Mr. F’s departure,
with the logical assumption that his wife and child would follow shortly, Mrs. F refused
to do anything to pursue her passport application with the Government of Vietnam. For
almost two years she remained inactive, despite repeated pleas from her husband and the
consular section in response to letters from Mr. F and his congressman. Still no action
from Mrs. F. The petition her husband filed for her in 73 was still valid and would
remain valid unless their marriage was terminated or he withdrew the petition. As far as
the U.S. government was concerned, Mrs. F would be issued a visa as soon as she got her
passport and gladly. We are in business to issue visas, not refuse them and in this
particular case there was never any question of the visa being refused. Mrs. F was issued
a passport by the Government of Vietnam on February 22", 1974 with an exit visa valid
until May 21%, 1974. 1t was not until March 14" that she returned to the embassy to apply
for her visa, which was issued the same day. During a brief and friendly interview she
stated she wasn’t planning to depart Vietnam for at least two weeks. She was asked to
please tell her husband. This she stated she would do and the interested congressmen
were advised the visa had been issued. On March 29" the consular section received a
cable from Congressman Hungate and Senator Eagleton requesting that we please
expedite the case and mentioning a March 30™ deadline. We received a call from a St.
Louis news station on the same subject. We wired back that we issued the visa over two
weeks before but that we would try to contact Mrs. F and find out the cause of her delay.
To this date | am completely perplexed as to the exact nature of the documents that
allegedly were to expire on March 30", They certainly did not pertain to her immigrant
visa nor were they for her Vietnamese passport, which had been issued a month before.
An employee of the consular section physically called at Mrs. F’s last Saigon address. He
was informed that she had departed on Saturday, March 29" for the U.S. Apparently she
had never informed her husband of her plans. We wish she had. It would have saved a
number of people time, expense and heartache. There are a number of Vietnamese wives
left here by departing GI’s who have no desire to join their absent husbands and vice
versa. No matter how obvious this is to the consular officer who must repeatedly answer
letters from worried husbands, fiancés and congressmen, we can’t come right out and say
it. It would never be believed anyway. This is what’s most heartbreaking. There have
been times when | spent more time writing to the GI fiancé of a Vietnamese girl having
difficulty getting a passport because she’d been picked up for prostitution that | did to my
own fiance. Consular officers are only human. We can’t force someone to go to their
spouse or their betrothed. All we can do is beg, plead and tell the fiancé what she tells us.
If she lies to us, all we can do is pass on the information as given, which we will continue
to do. More than that we cannot do.”

On the advice of counsel, in this case one of the more senior officers at post, these further

comments were redacted from the letter but we never sent it. It happened at a time,
obviously from the days when things started to fall apart and it became a moot point.
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Q: I know, I can recall one case of the same kind where we got a rather nasty letter from
Senator Mansfield’s office saying, “Why are you keeping Mrs. So and so from joining her
husband?”” Well apparently, she had gone about a year or so before to Montana the
middle of winter and said, “I have to go home for Tet” and stayed. Anyway, it was a
common problem. The embassy is used, the consular section is used, as the designated
scapegoat in these matters.

GARRISON: Absolutely. I’m still waiting for the estate of Warren Magnuson to pay us
for a visa for a spouse that he insisted we issue despite the fact that neither the husband in
the States nor the wife had any funds and he swore up and down he would reimburse us
for it. Never happened.

Public charge provisions were also a very ticklish subject for both spouses and for
adoptive children. When you got to the point where you’d exhausted your ability to
petition for an adopted child and were using the non-preference visa route, which was, as
you’ll remember, time consuming. The waiting lists were quite long. It was really hard to
say that someone who had three natural children, two adopted Vietnamese children, only
one working parent and an income at the time of under $15,000 had the wherewithal to
adopt, as a non-preference immigrant, yet another child. Six kids, even in Kansas in the
1970s, was a hard slog on $15,000 but nobody wanted to hear that.

Q: Did you get any feel for something I ran into later as consul general in Saigon and
that was the fake marriage of a Gl to young, in my case young Korean, women who went
to the United States and basically ended up working in so-called “massage parlors,” that
kind of thing.

GARRISON: There wasn’t so much an organized flow of that. What we suspected was a
number of the wives would end up in, they started out as bargirls and they would end up
as the equivalent in the United States once the marriage soured. As | mentioned, there
were multiple previous divorces for physical and mental cruelty and in some cases that
was simply the excuse that had been given for incompatibility, given the state of U.S.
divorce law at the time, where many states did require fault but as often as not you could
see it coming. She was not all that interested in anything other than a meal ticket. He was
not all that interested in anything other than someone to massage his ego and body parts.
And the likelihood of this being a long-lasting marriage was small.

There were other cases that were really kind of touching and heartwarming. It was rare
that someone had an actual pick-up for prostitution, and one of the guys from Sealand at
the time, one of the senior managers, was not surprised when told by the visiting INS
inspector that there was a problem, that because she had the prostitution not only pick-up
but a conviction, it was going to be a waiver process and it was going to be difficult to do
because a crime of moral turpitude, as the law stated at the time. And he said, “Look, I'm
not surprised. I know where | met her. She was a bargirl when | met her. We’ve been
together now” at that point it was probably 10 years “I love her. I’ll do what I need to
do.” And that marriage, yeah, had a shot.
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We were in the Saigon Zoo, when such things were possible, on a Sunday afternoon. |
was walking with my then husband and to our surprise somebody called out to us. It was
one of the guys who’d been in the consular section. He wanted to show off his family, his
wife and her mother and all of their kids. He’d been wounded when he was there as a
military officer, or enlisted man, had gotten left behind by his unit. She’d nursed him. He
came back as a contractor, went and found her, married her and that one | gave a shot.
Those were the cases, he was so proud of his family and so pleased to be able to take care
of them. Those made you feel good.

Some of the others you knew they were going to end up hooking. The quirk that we
would see was where Dad had met the woman. He was already married, so obviously
couldn’t petition for her as a fiancé or a wife but he had an 18, 20-year-old son whom he,
for whatever reason, managed to convince to petition for the supposed fiancé. We also
had a couple of cases where the last child in the series was not his by his wife, it was his
by her eldest daughter. Sometimes the eldest daughter was his, sometimes it wasn’t. You
saw sad things as well where guys had been in Vietnam in the late 1950s as precursors to
the Kennedy advisors and the military wouldn’t acknowledge that they were there on
orders so they couldn’t prove that they had been in Vietnam at a time when they could
have fathered their eldest child, and the rest of the kids had U.S. passports, that one had
to get an immigrant visa.

The other quirks. Families who’d had religious marriages. We had one couple come
through at one point who’d been married for over 20 years but they had a religious
ceremony, a Catholic ceremony, back in the days of Madame Nhu, and never had a civil
ceremony so in the eyes of the Vietnamese government they weren’t legally married, and
they had a real soul search over whether to have a civil ceremony. | was in fact married in
Vietnam in a civil ceremony.

Q: Yeah, kind of wonder. There was a young woman who’d been a secretary in Belgrade
and married a Filipino guy and they got married in a Catholic church, big wedding, |
was, | gave the bride away. But anyway, when did things start falling apart and what
were you all up to?

GARRISON: I would date the deterioration probably from around Christmas, when
things began to feel uncomfortable and, one of the best indicators in the world, the
Chinese-Vietnamese business community started getting immigrant visas for its kids. The
ones who were old enough to be in university in the United States got student visas. The
ones who were a little younger got visas to stay with their uncles and aunts in the United
States and go to secondary school. And the applications for investor visas started going
up. By Tet you were beginning to see an out and out panic. When Phouc Long fell,
everything went to hell in a handbasket, and there was a real disconnect between what we
were seeing in the consular section and what the front office in the embassy was saying
about the long term outcome of Vietnam. There was a real unwillingness to believe that it
was too late to worry about panic setting in. Panic had already set in.
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Q: You had this state which, quite well known, the ambassador digging his heels in and
trying keep panic from setting in and trying to hold things together and yet things were
really falling apart. Did this affect consular operations?

GARRISON: Tremendously, because the Vietnamese government was taking routinely
six weeks and more to issue passports for people intending to immigrate. And we were
also at the time handling not just folks immigrating to the United States but the guys who
were working for the international construction agencies and the oil operations were
taking their Vietnamese spouses with them to Indonesia, to Saudi Arabia, to a variety of
other locations, and the only way they could get out was to file for a U.S. immigrant visa,
get a letter of introduction to the Vietnamese government that allowed them to get a visa
for the United States and incidentally a visa for Indonesia or wherever. But the request
for a travel document came from us so we were, we had a large volume of folks not
intending to travel to the United States who were also in the consular section. The delay
on passport issuance from the Vietnamese government was the biggest stumbling block
to moving people out of harm’s way, particularly children. The other thing that was
coming up was as the situation was deteriorating the draft age kept dropping and 12 and
13 and 14-year-old boys were considered draft able. So, if you had a male child that age
who got left behind for whatever reason your likelihood of being able to get them out
legally was nil, unless you were a military officer who was shipping your son out of
harm’s way on a so-called student visa. One of the few times | had a real disagreement
with Walter Burke was over an instance where a military officer was doing just that. One
of our Vietnamese national staff heard him say that to one of his entourage out front. She
came back and told me. I refused to issue the visa. Went away for the weekend to visit
my husband in the Delta and when | came back | found that the Consul General (CG) had
issued the visa.

Q: First place, did we make any effort, I know when | was there we were actually paying
and staffing some of the documentation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for third
country nationals called TCNs. Did we make any effort to speed up the passport process
by saying, “Hell, we’ll do it for you” or anything like that?

GARRISON: Not precisely but at a certain point and this would have been February,
March, probably beginning of March of 1975, 1975 was the right date in the letter, we
convinced the Vietnamese government to, instead of issuing a full passport and this was
starting with the orphans, to issue a one-page laissez-passer that we designed and printed
for them. All they had to do was affix the picture and stamp it. Initially, though, they
were insisting on the full range of documentation for the laissez-passer that they had
insisted on for a passport. As the areas in the north began to fall from under government
control, obtaining documents from that area were impossible. The other visa officer,
Peter Orr, who was himself a Korean-American war orphan adoptee, was the one who
was the moving force in getting the negotiations done with the Ministry of Interior to get
them to accept issuance of the travel document, and he was spending almost his entire
time at the ministry at that point in negotiation and trying to move the process forward.
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But, frankly, we were breaking a number of rice bowls by introducing this document and
trying to move things along. It meant that the opportunities for graft were removed and,
in a system, where your civil servants are not adequately paid or erratically paid, it’s not
surprising to find them instituting their own user fees and the going rate was, it seems to
me, about 300 piastres, and I don’t remember what that translated into in U.S. dollars at
the time, in order to get a passport moving. But the thing that was crucial and many
people didn’t understand, many Americans, was whether you paid it or not, it still was
going to take the same amount of time. But you could often see the tension as she was
arguing that you pay the fee and we’ll get it faster and 1’11 get out of here and he was
saying, “Why am I paying a fee plus paying the bribe?” That was the bottleneck, though,
getting Vietnamese travel documents. We didn’t go to a system of using a consular
basically certification of relationship until near the end.

At one point, despite having the military flights coming in to take people out, we were
not moving people through the consular section, and Robert and | were sufficiently
concerned about the absence of any kind of progress despite the deterioration in the
political situation and despite the large numbers lined up outside the consular section
even in violation of curfew, at six o’clock in the morning that we talked with Walter
Burke and he said, “If you feel this strongly about it, take it to the ambassador.” We went
to, we had a session with Jake Jacobson and said, “Look, there is, we know that the rules
have been relaxed. We know that there’s no movement here, that we’re supposed to be
drawing down non-essential personnel. Well, we’re as non-essential as you get.” Robert
at this point, along with some of the other junior officers, had been moved up to Saigon
to help in the processing of potential evacuees. We said, “Put us on a plane. There’s no
point to our being here if you’re not actually going to move people.” I don’t how much of
it was just to make us be quiet and go away and how much of it was serious but I think it
did get Jake to focus on the fact that what the upper levels were seeing and what the
grunts were seeing was two different worlds. I don’t think that there was really an
understanding of just how panicked the Vietnamese population was.

Q: Didn’t they see the mobs in front of the embassy?

GARRISON: Their vista was away from it. The line went out the front door and then
turned to the right, facing the street and around in front of the French ambassador’s
residence. And he, indeed, saw it and asked that we please do something about it. But if
you looked out the windows of the executive suite you really had to crane your head to
see all of those folks.

Q: It was the French consul general’s residence.

GARRISON: No, it was the ambassador. It was the ambassador.

Q: What happened? Were you beginning to get staffed up and

GARRISON: No. We staffed down, if anything. For much of the time Peter was not in
the consular section, he was at one of the ministries. Pat Wazer was our citizenship
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officer. She was up to her ears in people trying to document children that they hadn’t
documented in the past. And we were beginning to get a flood of welfare and
whereabouts cables that went on to Steve Hobart’s desk and his, I think I called him Mr.
B. earlier. That wasn’t correct. | believe it was Mr. Minh, took over and went house to
house to see if he 